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CLAIRVOYANCE, PSYCHOMETRY. 


Atthe Rooms of the LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANOE, Ltd., 
110, St, Martin’s-lane, London, W.C. 


MR. OTTO VON BOURG (i: 
Will give 
ASPECIAL SERIES OF SEANCES 
TUESDAY, JUNE 6th | TUESDAY, JUNE 2oth 
TUESDAY, JUNE 27th 
At o'clock in the afternoon Admission 1g. each person. 
o admission after 3 o'clock. 
These special meetings or circles are given by the medium to 
metthe demand for psychic evidences chiefly in connection with 


those who are suffering in mind by reason of the present war. They 
donot form part of the official programme of the Alliance. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, W.C. 
(Close to Tottenham Court-road Tube Station). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MR. A. VOUT PETERS, Clairvoyance. 
June 11th, Mrs. Mary Davies, Address and Clairvoyance. 


Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 
The London Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 


On SUNDAY, JUNE 4rH, 


Morning, 11.15... ch, TED .. Mrs. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH 
Will conduct a Service for our Fallen Heroes. 
Evening, 7 ... . Mrs. Farroroven SMITH. 


Trance Address, “ Our Spirit Homes.” 
Healing Service at close of Evening Meeting. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, JUNE rg. 
wiam ... Um 5 ix MR. G. R. SYMONS. 
in ue n «c ate MR. P. E. BEARD. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7TH, AT 7.30 P.M., 
MRS. MARY DAVIES. 
A LECTURE ON 
JOANNA SOUTHCOTT (Prophetess, 1792-1814) 
And the Importance cf Opening the 
Box of Prophecies Sealed up by Her in 1804 
Will be given on SUNDAY, JUNE 4th, at 3.30 pm., by 
MRS. G. H. FOX, of Falmouth (Author of ‘ Rays of the Dawn,” &c.) 
In the STEINWAY HALL, Lower Seymour Street, W. 


Doors open 3 p.m. 


THE PSYCHIG ELEMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Studies based mainly upon the Greek text of the Sacred 
, but clearly comprehensible by the unlearned reader. 


By "ANGUS McARTHUR.” 
28 pages. Price SEVENPENCE post free, 


OFFICE OF “ LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 
PSYCHIC SCIENCE A Survey of the Statutes and 
the Leading Legal Decisions i 
IN PARLIAMENT. SUUM. (o Prrchle Vision. 
By “ANGUS McARTHUR.” 
Price 2}d. post free, or 2s. doz. post free. 
Orrick ov Lionm, 110, Sr. Marriy’s Lane, Lonvon, W.C. 


Price TwoPENce. 
Per post, 10s. 10d. per annum, 


THE BRITISH SPIRITUALISTS' 
LYCEUM UNION 


Will hold its 
27th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
In the 
Holborn Hall, Gray's Inn Road, London, W.C., 


On JUNE 10th and lith, commencing on the lOth at 
5.30 p.m., and JUNE llth at 10 a.m. 


President—MR. ERNEST VICKERS 


(Sheftield). 


A PUBLIC MASS MEETING 
Will be held in the above Hall at 7 p.m., when Addresses 


will be given by prominent workers in the movement. 


ALFRED KITSON, General Secretary 


JUST PUBLISHED. A New Book by 


The REV. ARTHUR CHAMBERS 


(Vicar of Brockenhurst, Hants). 


OUR SELF AFTER DEATH 


Can we, in the light of Christ and His Teachings, know 
more on this subject than is commonly expressed in 
Christian Belief? 


Paper Covers, 1/2 net post free. Bound in 
Cloth, 1/9 net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


= SPIRITUALISM 


AND THE 


Light it Casts on Christian Truth. 
By the Rev. Arthur Chambers, 


(Author of “ Our Life After Death” and " Man and the Spiritual 
World," &c.), 
Vicar of Brockenhurst, Hants, 


27 pages and Cover, Twopence post free, 
or 1/8 per dozen post free, 


OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


Mediumistic & Psychical 
Experiences 
ERNEST ra TIETKENS. 


CowTENTBS;—Preface; Early Mediumistic Experiences ; 

Later Developments and Results; On Warnings; On Olair- 

voyance: Dream Visions and General EER 

Animal Life in the Spiritual World ; My Impressions of 

the Future; Extracts from Pamphleta; Directions for 
Beginners re Séancen. 


61 pages. Bound in stiff boards. 6d. post free. 


OFFIOE OF "LIGHT," 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 
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COME AND ENJOY A CONGENIAL HOUR. 


Talks on Occult Subjects by MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON ar 3 o'crock. 
Admission 1/-, including Tea. 

(For ladies only.) 


30, York Street, Baker Street, W. 


THE KEY TO PERFECT HEALTH 


And the Successful Application of Psycho-Therapeutics. 
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO BOTH 
OPERATOR AND PATIENT. 

By ARTHUR HALLAM (Founderand for 11 years Hon. Sec. of the 
Psycho-Therapeutic Society, Founder & Editor of the Health Record). 
Second Edition, with 15 plate Illustrations, cloth, 168 pages, 
3s. net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


LENDING LIBRARY mag 


Comprising OCCULT, NEW THOUGHT. METAPHYSICAL 
and books on kindred subjects by the best authors is now available 
to subscribers at low terms. 


Full particulars and catalogue will be sent upon request (for 4d.) by 
C. MAURICE DOBSON, Publisher, 146, Kensington High Street, London, W. 


A Book of Devotion. 
CH RI ST An ideal book to give to those 
bereaved or suffering, 
IN “Full of optimism andjoy. Fully justifies 
the way of God with man inall things." 
—The Seeker. 
Paper boards, 1'= net. Cloth2/- nt (postage 2d.) 
JOHN M. WATKINS, 
21, Cecil Court, Charing Cross Road, W.C. 


THOUGHT LECTURES. 
Bx FATHER STEPHANO. 
Including New Series of Communications. 

Given by Automatic Writing through the Medinmship of ‘ Vita ' and 
* Mandola,' two ladies who have had no experience or training in literary 
work of any kind. 

As the thought of one who has seen beyond earth’s sorrows, it 18 more 
peca a book for tbe sorrowful and the suffering; it is chiefly to 


es 
help such that the lectures were given, and it is to them the book ir 
dedicated. 


Fifth Edition, including Preface by Father Stephano. 
I21 pp. Price is. 2d. Post FREE. 
And a Foreword by MISS E. KATHARINE BATES. 

‘The dead are entering into competitive authorship with the living. 
“ Thought Lectures," which were given by Father Stephano, who “ just 
went to sleep” in Yorkshire, in the reign of Henry I., and has just now 
been able to find a medium through whom to communicate his thoughts 
to mankind, has a great deal to say,and eaye it well.'— W.T. STEAD, 
in Review of Reviews. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110. ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.O. 


T e 3 = 
M T. Stead, * My Father. Personal and 
; * Spiritual Reminiscences. By Estelle W. Stead. With 19 
illustrations; published at 10s. net, cloth, 35! pages. A few good 
secondhand copies for sale at 410 post free from Office of Lian, 110, 
St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


| ady would share her flat or let a room fur- 
j : 


4 nished; moderate; central position.—*‘ V. K.," care of LiGHT 
Office, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


“pist Steps to Spirit Intercourse.” By James 
McKenzie. 24 pages. Price 34d 


ost free. May be obtained 
from the Office of Licur, 110, St. Martin's 


ne, W.C. 


a) 


NS piritualists when in London should stay at 
k Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King's Cross); 
central for all parts ; perfect sanitation. Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- 
fast; no charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Proprietress. 


| ead the “Herald of Health.” Specimen copy 
14d. post free from the ** Herald of Health” Offices, 11, South- 
umpton-row, London, W.C. 


ness from the Rose Cross. Brimful of inter- 
J esting articles on Occultism, Astrology, Health and Healing. 
6s. 6d. the year; sample copy, 6d.—The T hr ian Fellowebip, 
Oceanside, California, U.S.A, 


4 Vols. By REV. ARTHUR CHAMBER 
Vicar of Brockenhurst, Hants. 


OUR LIFE AFTER DEATH. 


120th Edition to be published in June 


MAN AND THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, y 
DISCLOSED BY THE BIBLE ` 


26th Edition. 


THOUGHTS OF THE SPIRITUM, 


10th Edition. 


PROBLEMS OF THE SPIRITUI 


7th. Edition. 

The thousands of grateful letters, reccived by the antim, 
perscns of all ranks in life, and from all quarters of the wok p 
borne witness to the enlightenment and comfort these by 
brought to so many. Moreover, the large number of Press rem, 
concerning them which have appeared, and the fact of the many? 
through which the works have passed, show how widespread ani n 
has been the interest evoked by them. 1 

‘The Rev. Arthur Chambers has received conclusive proof th 
large public is interested in his teaching as to the future Hp 
Literary World. 


Price of above (each volume), blue cloth, post fr 
3s. 11d. each. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 7 


‘SPIRITUALISM 


A Purirosornv or Lir. 
By W. H. EVANS. 


Chapters on : The Ever-Present God, Good and Evil, } 
‘Me’ and the ‘Not Me, Mediumship, The Spirit Wor 
What is Man, Soul Measuring, The pec to Life Etern 
The Spiritual Aspects of Determinism, Some Objetig 
Answered, The Religion of Spiritualism. 
CLOTH, 76 PAGES, 1s. 2d. NET POST FREE, 
To Societies, 13 copies post free for 9'8, 


It should prove invaluable to all Lyceums for use of officers mi 
Liberty Groups study particularly.—R. A. Owen (ot Livero 
Society). 

Mr. Evans gives us of his bestin this brightly written volume, fi 
covers a wide field and deals with many topics. An able chapter ds 
with ‘The Spirit World.’ The final chapter will certainly find 
favour among thoughtful Spiritualists.—*' Two Worlds.’ 


OFFICE OF LIGHT. 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE W, 


NOT SILENT IF DEAD! 
By H. (HAWEIS). Through the Mediumship of Pas 


* From beginning to end it is wholesomely and ardently goo 
LicnBT. 


The proceeds of the sales of this book are given to the Ropi 
Free Hospital, London. 


Third Edition. Cloth, 195 pages. Price 2/10 post f 


Orrick or Licut, 110, Sr. Manriv's- Laxe, WC 


THROUGH THE MIST 


Or Leaves from the Autobiography of a Soul in Paradis 
Recorded for the Author by Robert Jas. 


A Spirit’s story of bow men err in 
their conception of the Life Beyond. 


FIFTH EDITION. 
Handsome binding, blue and gold, 385 pages, 3s. 11d. post 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT.” 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE V] 


“IF A SOLDIER DIE SHALL HE LIVE mm 
By J. HEWAT McKENZIE. 
The latest evidence of Psychic Science on Death and 
the Hereafter. 
Price 2żd post free, or 2/3 per dozen post fret 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, Wf 


WHERE ARE OUR HEROIC DEAD? 


THE CHURCHES’ OPPORTUNITY. 


By Sir Wm. Earnshaw Cooper, 6.1& 
40 pages, 2id. post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, (ST. MARTIN'S LANE, a 


Light: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


"Lianr! Morr Licur!”—Gocthe, 


No. 1847.—Vor. XXXVI. [Registered as 
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Dr. Robert Chamber 
Phenomena 

Sidelights 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 
Sir Oliver Lodge, in the May number of the ~ Nine 
teenth Century,” has an article entitled " A Classical Death 
Phantom," in which telepathy is referred to as follows 
Of the mechanism of telepathy we are essentially ignorant, 
fod we do not even know whether what in experimental cases 
peertainly seems like the direct action of one mind on another is 
really such a direct action or not. Some have sought to 
| regard thought-transference as a process conducted by hypo- 
tletical brain-waves or have otherwise sought to account for 
telepathy without trespassing beyond the province of the few 
known physical properties of the Ether of space in its bare and 
Tong-known capacity as “the nominative case of the verb 
toundulate.” But in all this we are merely groping in the 
dark, The Ether is already known to be able to do many more 
things than transmit waves, and may do more than as yet we 
have imagined. 
The article deals with the story of Ceyx and Alcyone as 


told by Ovid. 
* * * * 

| “Superhumanity,” by Isabelle de Steiger (Elliot Stock, 
| 28, (dj), is described in a long sub-title as "a suggestive 
‘inquiry into the mystic and material meaning of the 
(hristian word 'regeneration." ‘The author accepts the 
‘teaching of the Scriptures and all classical authorities 
Tegarding a Fall which precipitated man from a condition of 
immortal beauty, health and general, perfection to man as 
ve now know him; this Fall producing conditions 


(inducing other falls in which some portions of mankind 
Wen lapsed back into the brute. It is clear, she thinks, 
that there was devolution of man at some one period every 
Were, “There was the Master man perhaps at 
the same period when in another place there was every 
lieve the savage ape man.” She lifts her voice, Cassandra 
like, in warning against the peril, owing to the decline in 
tligion, of a further arrest in evolution and of mankind in 
igeneral settling down again into a state of devolution which 
'willeventuate in a second Fall. If, however, man is wise, 
ihe may co-operate with God in a regeneration.of humanity. 
The great work of the future is to raise humanity to the 
level of the Master, eliminating by degrees all lower ones.” 
(But this dream of the Superman, Madame de Steiger holds, 
“could never have entered into the heart of man even in 
imagination, were it not that he has the memory of angelic 

man lingering in some facet of the mirror of his soul.” 


* * LI Li 


Madame de Steiger, in fact, believes in a real Renaissance 
Which may perhaps in the next hundred years move the 
world, “ We have arrived," she says, "nt a vastly impor 
t stopping-place, and the leaders of thought throughout 
"he world are pausing to think whether we are on the right 
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ornot. Their followers in the mass imitate them. 


aryone is feeling a stir, for the social conscience is 


awakened, and men and women are standing asking ]ues 


ons, l'he opening s 


lowly preparing 


We hear the low murmurings of earthquakes socially and 
political w glim} unexpected ind the 
tremulous flutterings I nd I 
air is full of wl ow s. al va 
eem tumultuously mo Is í Is 
away heaving source I f words and are 1 
desirous to express tl ts we all have scien 
religion, politics, mor and im-morality, social 
reform ; a jumble of 1 ve from the ocean of new 


thought, as we call 


engulf us in its myster 


we have to be prepared for something unk 101 n, wl 
make ourselves ready, not to 

selves the new humanity 
in the great Theatre of 
already unrolling. 


'The author could not have known tl 


would be a great war in which t 


involved, for though only now issue 


humanity ” was written in 1912. 


* * * LJ 
In considering psychi: it is 
limit brain to that portior y m 
the skull. The brain may be said to be co-extensiv 


the entire nervous system, and to be represented in every 
portion of the physieal body If we imagine the network 
of nerves constituting the nervous system to be incom 


bustible or insoluble, and then by heat or chemical acti 


proceed to disintegrate the rest of the body—as a leaf 


semi- 


glistenin 


skeletonised—there would remain a white 
translucent object which at a listance would closely 


resemble a human figure. reflect that in the 


living body this compact threads is highly 


akin to electricity it becomes easy to 


charged with : 


understand howan "overflow " or aura may be produced in 


its vicinity similar to that which surrounds a magnet or a 
dynamo—mediums being abnormal in this respect. Ata 
séance, when suitable conditions obtain, the auras of the 
sitters coalesce, forming an intense nervous or magnetic field 
and it is in this field, as Dr. Crawford's experiments indi 
cate, that phenomena occur. 

* * r * 

Prosecutions for fortune-telling emphasise the fact that 
in the life of every individual there are periods when 
some prompting or suggestion is anxiously desired upon 
which to rely for the forming of a right conclusion or the 
following out of a wise course of action. We are all con- 
scious of a disposition, when in perplexity, to seek guidance 
from a source,superior to ourselves. If we approve of the 
young seeking advice from those who are older we may 
also appreciate the motive of a person who desires aid and 
direction from a souree beyond the sublunary region of 
existence, ‘This eagerness in individuals to supplement the 
faculties with which they are endowed may be regarded as 


indicating the presence of an intuitional or divinatory sense, 
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mankind of tho r« ulity of a spiritual world He would te 


of a curious incident, altl wh it is not 
his subject A young soldier from Brockenhurst la 
it the front, and v for u u vit! f 
Near him lay a dead German, and aft« i time he ma 
roll himself near to the corpse na nened ie have 
hoping to find some food or a water-bottk Instead 
two pit f hi vn (M Chaml | | o I 
Deatl one in English and one in German 
I clu e speaker said he ! eved in this t 

I S] tualism as a great focussin p í t t | 
of a knowledge of the truth of the pí tence of t 
beyor l the tomb In the words of the poet 

There is no death What see í transit 

This life of mortal breath 
Is but a suburb of the Life Ely ul, 


Whose portal we eall Deat! 

Mr. W. J. VANSTONE, in the course of some elo 
remarks appreciative of the address, said that they wer 
ing out once more the aflirmation to the world that Sy 
ualism is not opposed to Christianity He gathered tl 
hearers believed that in Spiritualism Jesus Christ had 
They had had that evening the testimony of a believe 
exponent of Christianity a Christianity which in the light 
modern research believed in the survival of the soul after 
and pr tured the next life not as a remote indefinite regior 
as a place ot golden harps, but as a vital reality On that pls 
form they had had the testimony of diplomatists, scientist 
literary men, a« well as that of clergymon, all bearing 
to the same truth They had listened that evening with t 
greatest pleasure because the lecturer had represented 
segment of the great circle of spiritual veritie Some of t 
had been attending that afternoon at the Rooms of the Allia 


n lecture which set forth the testimony of ancient Egypt t 


Spiritualism Now they had heard Mr. Chambers, wh: i 
the beginning to the end of his discourse had spoken of d ` 
Christ There was no opposition between them. They 
been thrilled that evening a they had listened to on 

been in touch with the Maste vhom lhe oved, and 
testimony to the fundamental principles of the 5) 
position Mr. Vanstone concluded by moving a cordia 

hanks to the lecturer, which was adopted w th ent! 

the proceedings terminated 
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in reply, said he recognised the existen f individual 


jealousies, but these jealousk epresented a certain kind of 
misdirected activity, and he thought they ild 
and made subservient to a central idea 


" Does not the existence of jealou 


ies d 

ings?" asked a lady. Mr. Blake replied that they did 
disprove the teachings, they were only contrary to them 
Jealousy was not a part of Spiritualism, but it was certainly at 
the present stage of human evolution an integral part of 
human nature at large (applause), and he expressed agreement 
with another questioner who suggested that man possessed a 
higher nature than the human one. It was because we had not 
Yet unfolded that higher nature that such faults as jealousy 
were so manifest. By the study of human nature we might 


locate the sources of these faults and eliminate tl 


Several questions turned upon the idea of the f n 
a college or institute for the training of 


and the reasons why the movement had not made greate 


and mediums, 


peaker 


progress (this last question appeared to turn on the absence of 
external signs of advance, activities conspicuous in the publi 


eye), Dealing with the first subject, Mr. Blake deprecated the 
suggestion that it was due to meanness, and instanced the pro 
wision of motor ambulances as an example of thi 
Spiritualists. 
main body of Spiritualists with a clear and definite plan, they 
could obtain the money necessary. He believed that they had 
those within their ranks who could give liberally to the foun 
dation of such an enterprise. (Applause.) Could Mr. Blake 
give those present an idea of his plan ? was the next inquiry 
He replied that he would be glad to do 
haps the journals of the movement would give the 
publicity. 

Another inquirer asked whether, in spite of their eom 
plaints against the exclusiveness of orthodox bodies, Spirit- 
walists were not in danger of making their own revelation too 
wxeusive to themselves and ignoring the fact that others had 
mvdations no less a part of the truth. Mr. Blake replied that 
he had come out of a strict orthodoxy into Spiritualism, and 
he sometimes felt that he was in an even more restricted ortho- 
doxy still. 


of exclusiveness and limitation. 


renerosity of 


He was of opinion that if they could go to the 


o on paper, and per 


They certainly needed to break down this spirit 
To do that there was not 
On th 


hing 
selective as the spread of true education. 
and with special relation to the proposed college a member of 
the audience asked, “ How are we to choose those who are best 
qualified to teach others *" Mr. Blake replied that this was 
beyond their range, but he thought that judicious selection 
d the 


point 


emld be made under the direction of those who inspire 
movement and from 
derived. Mrs. Stair 
mentre as had been proposed would not merely result in the 
Mr. Blake admitted 
that there was such a danger, but if, as they claimed, they were 
life, they 


whom guidance and instruction werk 


asked whether the formation of such a 


@eation of another centre of orthodoxy 


realms of 
the 


able to come into contact with higher 
should be able to 
narrow exclusiveness 
AtpgRMAN D. J. 
followed. The paper of their 
ef valuable suggestions. 
Which arose out of the subject of unity. He meant con 
Which Was necessary to unity, and of which they sto 
great a need. He referred to the tendency of speakers to 
utilise the platforms of the various societies for the inculcation 
their own particular subjects, which were often irrelevant to 
the subject for which the societies stood. The Tottenham 
Mosely was an admirable exception. The president of that 
sweety always read the statement of principles upon which 
Spiritualists were agreed before each meeting. It would be 
well if every chairman did the same thing and kept the speakers 
to the subject appropriate to their meetings. (Applause.) On 
o pen a college, the Alderman thought that Spiritualists 
have such a college when they deserved it. But it often 
seemed to him that many valuable books and pamphlets were 
Rome of these could give them as much instruction 

me they would gain by a year ata college. He deplored the 
of their literature, which offered means of education and 
within ensy reach. At West Ham the municipal 
uentos had established classes for teaching working men 


create conditions in which spirit of 


could not flourish, (Applause 
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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR. 


Two questions which have been very much in the air 
lately in this movement of ours have been the attitude of 
the law towards psychic science and the need for a well- 
organised institution to carry out the training of mediums 
and speakers and provide facilities for the investigation of 
the phenomena on scientific lines. Both subjects are of 
importance, especially to that large body of persons to whom 
Spiritualism takes the concrete form of a creed to be pro- 
pagated by active effort. 

Let us look first at the legal question. 
gation, as Mr. Angus McArthur” told us in his recent 
address before the London Spiritualist Alliance, is plainly 
prohibited by certain old Acts of Parliament whose pro- 
visions as touching psychic science are too antiquated and 
too much out of touch with modern conditions to be actively 


Psychic investi- 


enforced except in one particular where the rights of pro- 
perty are concerned. But the fact remains that they are 
still on the Statute Book, and, although they are practically 
dead letters, one of the Statutes—the Vagrant Act 
against those who take money for the exercise of one 
psychic faculty (We may 
dismiss for a moment the case of the impostor whose powers 


is used 
that of predicting the future. 


are merely of the hocus-pocus kind and whose only concern 
is the pockets of his dupes.) Here the law can,step in 
without fear of rendering itself ridiculous by employing a 
weapon which would do even more damage to the State 
religion than to us whoshow by demonstration that the 
State religion in its essential principles rests on a basis of 
scientific fact. ‘The Legislature is naturally reluctant to 
take up the absurd position of ignoring or denying the 
existence of spirits and yet aclively exerting its enactments 
against communicating with them. Even in the particular 
instance to whicli it confines its attention 
future 


forecasting the 
it can only keep itself in countenance by directing 
its activities to the important question of what Mr. Wem- 
miek called 
obtained under false pretences. 
law, to predict the future 
ofthe war prophets lend colour to the claim 
any person who professes to do this, and takes money for it, 


"portable property "—money must not be 
It is impossible, says the 
and the abject failures of many 


therefore 


is by the same fact a rogue and brought within the opera- 
tions of the Vagrant Act. 

There is the case as it stands at present, and it may be 
added that these enactments, which are too obsolete and 
ridiculous to be brought into active use, have still a kind of 


" moral" effect. Mr, " McArthur” referred to a provision 
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in an unrepealed Statute forbidding agricultural labourers 
play cards except at Christmas. A malicious person mig}; 
take all the comfort out of an innocent agricultural "a 
party by a threat to put that law into force. A gathering 
farm labourers might not be intelligent enough to see thy 
by doing so he would cover himself and the law with rij 
cule, and that therefore, unless he were a lunatic, his thra 
was an empty one. 

Nevertheless, as we have said, the existence of the 
out-of-date provisions against psychic science is objection 
What the Legislature itself thinks of them may b 


judged from the fact that it has given authority to seven] 


able. 
societies—the Society for Psychical Research, for instans 

to do the very thing which these obsolete laws in effi 
prohibit. Yet the old weapons are there, eaten with ag 
and rust, but still capable of use against the advance of 
Science and the justification of Religion. ‘The one argument 
in their favour is that they contain provisions which repre 
sent the only defence of Society against the sharks ani 
sharpers which infest the subject in its lower grades. Ther 
fore we are at one with those who call, not for a repeal d 
the Vagrant Act and the Witchcraft Act, but for sucha 
modification of them as will recognise the facts of psychi 
research and legitimatise the position of its followers, reser- 
ing their terrors only for the doings of rogues and quacks- 
those who batten on the community by the aid of psychi 
faculties, whether real or pretended. Here, then, is a wok 
to which all our friends may set their hands. Pressurecan 
be brought on our law-makers in a variety of ways. The 
end can hardly be achieved while we are in the throes d 
war, but the train may be laid and the ground preparel 
now. 

As to the question of a College or Institute, we prit 
elsewhere a report of a meeting held at the residence of 
those zealous workers in this and other progressive move- 
It would probably 
be difficult to centre all the forms of psychic science and 
philosophy in one institution. 
various, and far-reaching. 


ments, Mr. and Mrs. James McKenzie. 


Our movement is very large, 
It is vaster in its activities thun 
some of its followers appear torealise. It includes many 
thousands who are but slightly interested in its corpomte 
activities, who do not belong to societies or lodges, and who 
are opposed to the organisation of Spiritualists as a separte 
body. It has seemed to us that the call for organisation 
und centralisation is mainly a matter for those who are con- 
cerned with the more scientific and secular aspects of the 
subject. It was a splendid thing for Christianity on its 
mundane side when it was captured by the Emperor Con- 


stantine and placed in a position of power and authority 


with an organised Church and hierarchy. But its 
spiritual quality and influence received thereby à 
shock from which they are only now, after many 


centuries, beginning to recover. ‘That was because the 
spirit of the revelation was forced into earthly channels 
and the Church sought to control not only the bodies, but 
the souls of its members, We can organise by rule anl 
precept a community of persons, whether regarded as bodies 
or minds, ‘The association of the same persons as spirits is 
matter. It 
governed entirely by the universal laws of attraction anl 
repulsion, It is towards the unfettered operation of thow 


higher laws we are working. 


another ignores all external codes, and is 


Even to-day we can tmo 
faint lines of spiritual demarcation that cut across all the 
artificial divisions marked out by creeds, sects and organis 
tions, uniting those who seem to themselves to be entirely 
unrelated to each other so far as their external grroupingsam 
concerned. So that when we are asked to consider the 
question of organisation, there is always this large reserva- 
tion to be kept in mind, 
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None the less, there is a very real need for all agencies 
-whether institutional or otherwise —that 
tle worthier presentation of this great subject of ours. 


will tend to 


There is room for a centre at which the subject of medium 

ship shall be systematically studied, and its results made 
available for students and investigators under the best con 

ditions, quite apart from the question of propaganda. Many 
earnest and thoughtful people are now turning of their own 
accord in our direction, and although some of them (as we 
know from experience) are content to rely on the published 
evidences for their convictions, others demand personal 
demonstrations in phases of the phenomena which are not 
muslly accessible. A practical study of psychic phenomena 
would tend to eliminate the large body of theorists who 
darken counsel by discussing the subject from the stand 
pont of imagination rather than experience. Much has 
been said about the need for education in platform work. 
But education is a sadly abused term: it often 
merely education in letters. It is not an unknown thing 
for University graduates to discourse foolishness in imma- 
culate phraseology and for untutored peasants to teach 
illuminating doctrines in an uncouth dialect. If to an 
orator of character and intelligence we can impart the 
ability to clothe his ideas in correct English, that is so 
much to the good. But as the facilities for this form of 
education abound, it is hardly necessary to found an insti- 
tution especially for the purpose, although it might well be 
part of the curriculum of any organisation designed to 
place the whole subject of Spiritualism on a higher level. 


means 


A GENERATION AGO. 
(From “Licur” or June 5rH, 1886.) 


Inthe "Life, Letters and Correspondence of H. W. Long- 
fellow," by his brother, Samuel Longfellow, recently published, 
frequent allusion is made to Spiritualism, and thoughts and 
" incidents co-relative to the subject are not uncommon. In the 
journal of the poet, under the date of November 21st, 1859, 
is recorded the following :— 


This morning I dreamed that Charles Sumner had returned, 
and that I had seen him. I was awakened suddenly by the 
Sound of two cannon shots. It was the salute of the British 
steamer in Boston harbour. So, after breakfast, I went into 
town, and, sure enough, in the little parlour in Hancock-street, 
I found him. 
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ON Thursday, the 18th ult, at an advanced age, there 
passed to the higher life Mr. T. Troward, late divisional judge 
of the Punjab. Mr. Troward, who resided at Shiplake, Henley- 
on-Thames, will perhaps be best remembered as the author of 
two thoughtful works, “ Bible Mystery and Meaning" and 
“The Edinburgh Lectures on Mental Science." 
—  PassiG or Mm. Wittiam STREET,— We learn from Mr. 
YT; Blake, the hon, secretary of the Bournemouth Spiritualist 
\ of the passing to spirit life, at midnight of the 23rd 
greatly esteemed and most active-ofticer of the society 
tson of Mr. William J. Street (brother of Mr. Percy 
. His mortal remains were interred in the Bourne- 
tery in the presence of a large concourse of mem- 
rends, the service, which was deeply impressive, 

ted by the president of the society, Mr. Howard 
by Mr. Harry Hiscock. We tender our 
y to the relatives and friends of the deceased. 
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SIR OLIVER LODGE ON LIFE AND DEATH. 


The following is an abridged report of an open lecture 
"Life and Death," delivered b Sir Oliver Lodge to the Bir 
mingham University Guild of Undergraduate on the 
16th ult. 

Sir Oliver, who was cordially received by a crowded audi 
ence, said that to-day Death was the one transcendent item Í 


intelligence, There were few families in the land that had not 


one death to deplore, and every day anxious eyes scanned the 


newspapers to see who more was gone, or who more wa 


wounded, or, still worse, who more was missing 


In the course of his address, Sir Oliver said 


I begin with the meaning of the term " Life 
significations, it is unlikely we can escape ambiguity. Iuse the 
term " Life" as the vivifying principle which animates matter, 
and differentiates it from what is often called dead matter. We 
must admit that the term is often misapplied, 
particularly in regard to purely inanimate things | 


Used in many 


" dead matter 
like stones 
nobody ever thought these things were alive, and inorganic 
all that is meant. " Dead’ of the v 
principle. 

Again, when animation has ceased, the thing we properly 
call " dead” is not the complete organism, but that material 
portion which is left behind. We know too little about that 
vivifying principle to be able to make safe general assertions, 
Life itself is always beyond our ken; 
manifestation. 
it be expressed in terms of something else 

Electricity is in the same predicament. People sometimes 
say, " What is electricity ^" Well, it is itself; it is not some- 
thing else. What is matter: Again, it is itself, I suppose 
These things cannot be expressed in terms of something else 


implies absence ivifying 


we can but know its 


Life has to be considered sui generis, nor ean 


No more can magnetism ; no more can life 

Life is not energy any more than it is matter It directs 
energy. From the sea-shell to the cathedral specific distributions 
of energy take place—from a firefly to an electric are, from the 
song of a cricket to an oratorio, life makes use of any automatic 
activity or transferences or declensions of energy that are 
going on. By declensions, I mean the law of dissipation of 
energy—that energy is always trending down hill. Life can 
make use of it. In especial it makes use of the ether tremors 
which reach the earth from the sun. It does not work 
itself, but it causes effective work in that organism that it 
controls and vivifies. It determines in what direction that 
work shall be done. It is a plain matter of fact that it does 
this: we do not understand the method. And thus indirectly 
life interacts with the material world. 

One way of putting it is to say that it times and it directs 
It runs a railway engine, let us say, not like a locomotive, but 
like a general manager. 

So it enters into battle with a walking-stick, but guns are 
fired to its order. It may be said to aim and to fire. One of 
its functions is to discriminate between friend and foe. 

Energy controlled by life is not random energy. ‘The kind 
of self-composition or personal structure built by it depends 
upon the kind of life unit it is training, not upon the pabulum 
which is supplied. 

We may say that in the process of evolution there have 
been some great stages like Mendelian mutations Starting 
with a uniform ether you may first suppose it organised into 
specks which we call electrons; then these electrons associate 
themselves into systems constituting atoms of matter, and from 
matter comes the whole inorganic universe. ‘Then an astonish- 
ing departure comes, the living cell or protoplasmic complex 
which life can utilise for manifestation or development. And, 
after that, a brain cell, a physical organ for the rudiments 
of mind, followed by further mental development, until con- 
sciousness becomes possible, with subsequent sublimation of 
consciousness into ethics, philosophy, and religion. 

Something of this kind of evolution must have gone on in 
the mysterious course of time. 

Now I come to the meaning of the term " Death.” 

Whatever life may really be, it is to us an abstraction, for 
the word is a generalised term signifying that which is common 
to animals and plants as well as to men. To understand life, 

we must study living things to see what is common to them all. 
An organism is alive when it moulds matter to a characteristic 
form and utilises energy to its own purposes ; a living organism, 
so far as alive, preserves its complicated structure from de- 
terioration of decay. 

Death is the cessation of that controlling influence over 
matter and energy, so that thereafter we see the effects of un- 
controlled activity when chemical and physical forces supervene. 
Death is departure, or separation, or severance of the abstract 
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on the cheek.—5. E. De M. ) standing in a raiment of black 
velvet, fringed with gold, beside his widow, and preparing to 
touch her. By and by, as we sat in breathless silence, 
Mrs. M. said she felt something cool and soft touching her 
head. Now he was kissing her under the chin,as he used to do 
in life. Some of the company said they saw lights playing 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 
In the volume, “Fragments of Prose and Poetry," 
ty EF. W. H. Myers, published after his departure 
from this life by his widow, we find a chapter, " The Final 
Pith,” containing some passages which throw a vivid light 
othe career of an aspiring soul. Myers was marked out 
ty destiny as an intellectual pioneer. His life was a great 
quest which in the end was greatly accomplished. In the 
thapter referred to he writes : 


My history has been that of a soul struggling into the con- 
yiction of its own existence, postponingall else to the one 
question whether life and love survive the tomb. That convic- 
tion has at last been granted to me. 


Me then proceeds to examine the extent to which the 
surance he had reached had proved "an inspiring, n con- 
trolling creed.” He handles the question in his own 
fishion of consummate ability. He cannot, he says, in any 
deep sense contrast his later creed with Christianity. Rather 
he regards it as a scientific development of the attitude and 
teaching of Christ. 


Tlook upon Christ as a Revealer of immortality absolutely 
unique, as the incomparable Pioneer of all wisdom that shall be 
lamt concerning unseen things. 


Nevertheless he holds that a new discovery is needed 
fdiscoveny “to be made by the whole set and strain of 
humanity.” He calls "for the devotion of a world-wide 
bour to the deciphering of that open secret” which has 
baffled so long the too hasty or too self-centred striving of 
men, And he holds that “such an inquiry must be in the 
first instance a scientific and only in the second instance a 


religious one,” 
LJ * LJ LI 


Th that conclusion of Myers we see a notable illustra 
tion of the process we referred to lately —the confirmation 
by Reason of that which is first; &en through the intuitions, 
Religion announces n life beyond, but the stage arrives when 
that which it proclaims has to be certified by Science that 
it may become a truth in the mind as well as in the soul. 
Ih the following striking passage he applies his newly 
inquired knowledge to the problems of earth-life : 


T believe ina progressive moral evolution no longer trun- 
ited by physical catastrophes, but moving continuously 
‘towards an infinitely distant goal. This short creed, I think, 
Wall that existing evidence warrants, and is enough for the 
Meeda of life. It proves to me that it is to my interest to live 
at my best; it inspires the very strongest hopes which can 
txcite to exertion. On many men I feel sure it will exercise 
a striking effect, And be it noted that whatever effect 

creed doos exercise it will exercise inexorably and persis- 


Wnty with the inexorable persistence of known and per- 
manent. fact 
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He has indeed an abiding faith in the changes which 
a knowledge of a life to come will effect in the moral wel 
fare of the world. He confesses that his own career was 
“a long struggle to seize and hold the actual truth amid 
illusion and fraud”—a confession that will awaken a 
sympathetic response in many who have passed through 
similar experiences, One is glad he set down that testi 
mony. It will be infinitely helpful to some who are still 
struggling to find a sure footing, and it will stimulate all 
who are working to make the way plain. 


In the book under notice (it is nota new book, by the 
way, having been published in 1904), Myers pays a fine 
tribute to the genius of Edmund Gurney, who was so 
closely associated with him in the work of Psychical 
Research, Gurney was the first Englishman who studied 
with any kind of adequate skill the psychological side of 
hypnotism.” And, like Myers, his contribution to psychical 
studies generally was of permanent value, His mind was 
of the analytical and logical type. His portrait, which is 
great power of detach 


in the volume, shows as much 
ment and immense energy. He was a man serupulously 
exact in method and therefore not capable of making strong 
impressions on the popular mind, which prefers large 
generalisations rather than precision in details, ` Few 
men," observes Myers, "have done wor k more vital than he,” 

Not by emotion but by evidence, by facts and not by rhetoric 

himself not greatly hoping—he has helped us towards the 
eternal hope. He has gone, but he has already done what he 
could to console us, Not all in vain did his heart grieve for 
human woe, He beat against the bars of our earthly prison- 
house, and he has forced a narrow opening through which we 


seem to breathe immortal aii 


Gurney passed away almost a generation ago, but his 
work and his name, like those of his associates, will live 
through the ages, 

B * * * 

“he White Ghost Book,” by Jessie Adelaide Middleton 
(Cassell & Co., Ltd., price 5s. net), is the last of a remark 
able trilogy of " ghost books,” and is especially interesting 
by reason of the attention it gives to the question of psychic 
photography, four out of the eight plates the book contains 
being reproductions of spirit photographs. A few of the 
ghost stories are old friends, but there are it considerable 
number with which we make acquaintance for the first 
time, and some of these latter are of especial interest, 
bearing suggestively on problems and experiences familiar 
to students and investigators. The author gives a remark 
able story of a haunted house as narrated by Miss Marjorie 
Patterson, the actress nnd novelist, to which by way of 
addendum Miss Patterson adds the story of a curious 
experience in n cottage near Scarborough. Her room, 
although bright and sunny, gave her a sense of depression, 
of which she complained to her mother who was with her, 
adding that when sitting by the window she had a sensa 
tion of deadness at the side of her body, for which she 
could not account. Before her mother could reply the 
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woman who owned the place « une ii Isn't it a pretty 
view *" she remarked. “Tt was such a comfort to my 
mother. She had paralysis, and used to sit by that window 
for hours looking out." Miss Patterson thought this very 
strange, but it is a type of experience familiar to hundreds 


of. psychically-endowed people. 


s EXPERIMENTS ON LEVITATION. 


By BENJAMIN Davies 


I have read Dr. Crawford's recent articles in LIGHT 
on levitation with the greatest interest. It was fortunate that 
the work was in such capable hands as those of Dr. Crawford, 
and fortunate also was Dr. Crawford in having at his command 
so splendid a mediumship as that of Miss Goligher. The 
entire work seems to me so astonishingly precise in its details 
that now we may hope, after ages of groping in the dark, that 
some definite progress in the scientific sense has been made, 
and some approach to a scientific basis laid. 

I am the more interested in Dr. Crawford's articles owing 
to the fact that I myself, twenty-two years ago, under the 
direction of Sir Oliver Lodge, attempted to carry through a 
work of similar kind with a medium in Liverpool. The ex- 
periments, however, remained unfinished owing to the departure 
of this medium for China. The little work that was done, and 
the results obtained, though apparently quite satisfactory, 
remained unpublished, because I never could get rid of a 
suspicion always at the back of the head that possibly I had 
not been sufficiently careful in my observations. In the light 
of Dr. Crawford's articles, however, I purpose to publish them. 

In 1893 I came in touch with Mr. Duke in Liverpool, 
whom I found a powerful physical medium. He invited me 
to his honse to witness levitations. I went, together with my 
wife. In the twilight of a summer evening we sat down with 
the family to witness the levitations of a heavy table. Mr. 
Duke alone sat at the table. I was invited to examine 
everything, and Mr. Duke seemed glad and eager for the 
opportunity of showing what could be done. It was a large 
mahogany table, and the medium sat on a smal! chair at one 
end of it. The distant end of the table levitated quite easily, 
and apparently without any effort on the part of the medium. 

The medium's little daughter afterwards sat on the distant 
edge of the table, and still the table levitated, its surface 
rising 30deg. or so in the air. It all seemed very remarkable. 

To anyone who knew anything at all of the foundations of 
mechanics it seemed altogether a strange phenomenon, for the 
very first thought that suggested itself was that concerning the 


seat of reaction. Where was the reaction? The chair seemed 
immovable, though one felt that it should have shifted. 

I then placed one hand on the table under the palm of Mr 
Duke's left hand, and my wife placed her hand under his right 
hand. Neither of us felt any inordinate pressure—not more 
in fact than the weight of a pound or so—yet the table, with 
its living load at the distant end, moved quite easily. The 
evening was spent in repetitions of the above experiment, and 
I concluded that here, surely at last, was something quite 
definite and great as a phenomenon, and I decided to follow 
it up. 


Mr. Duke also was quite anxious to join in the quest, and 


at a later date, after arranging with Sir Oliver Lodge, w 
decided to continue the experiments in a room in the Physical 
Laboratory ofthe University College in order that the observer 
might be certain of the environment, though it seemed wrong 
to question the genuineness of Mr. Duke's results. Mr. Duke 
was quite agreeable to the arrangement, though he said he was 
less successful with tables other than his own. 

Before proceeding to hold sittings in the laboratory it was 
decided to design instruments for recording the forces acting 
on the table during levitation. The design was determined 
upon and the instruments were made. This meant a consider- 
able delay and many weeks of valuable time were lost 

We shall proceed later to describe the apparatus and 
the results obtained by means of them, but it may be 


mentioned here at t tset that t ilt i I 
were genuine, showed definite that the forces exerted oni 
experimental table during levitation were not phy 
acting through the hands of the medium at all, but fo 
physical or otherwise, acting independéntly and directly or 
table Dr. Crawford has now shown how the forces act 
their points of application, and this, should it turn « 
true, is a discovery of first-rat« tar ough it doe 
finally dispose of the quest ist the seat uct 
THE DESIGN or THE ÍNSTRUMEN 

In order to make matters quite clear it may be ment 
here that I never saw Mr. Duke liftin 
of the floor, and I have the impression that 
never succeeded in doing so. A four-legged table had gene 
a movement in one plane only : it would be drawn towards t 
medium, resting on two legs, or be pushed from him resting: 
the opposite two legs. 

The instruments were therefore designed to measure ar 
record the forces involved in these movements made in on 


plane. 
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Fig. 1 makes clear the method of observing: "T" is t 
table standing on four legs. Ifa non-mediumistic sitter places 


his hands at "P" the table can be tilted, pivoted on the 


two legs nearest him. The force " A” actually exerted ont 


table to produce this movement has a certain magnitude a 


direction depending on the weight of the table. Thisf 
“ A.” as is well known, can be resolved into two fi 


angles to one another. In this case now under ¢ 


the resolved forces are conveniently " B "and " ( 
the horizontal plane of the table and " C" vertically dom- 


wards. If, therefore, “B” and “ C” are measured the acti 


force exerted on the table becomes known as well as it 
tion, for A= „/ (B? x C*). Euclid I., 47. 
Furthermore, the table may tilt (as it often did under Mr 


Duke’s hands) on the distant pair of legs as pivots, in wh 
case there would be a horizontal force D exerted in eonjune- 
tion with a vertical force C. "The actual force acting or 


table would then be 4/ (D? + C*), and its dire 
horizontal is atan angle whose tangent is C D. Tf, therefor 


we design an instrument to measure the forces B, C and D 


have the means for obtaining the d r caleulatin 


magnitude and direction of the 
hands of a normal person on a table tilting in one plant 


It was decided to make these measurements by electn 


hai 


means, though [ perceive now that neuter ones of me 
design might be made to do the same duty 

The pressure apparatus consisted of a very shallow wood 
trough, 14in. x 16in. x 34in., with a led which we shall call t 
A pressure board.” The pressure board was held clear of t 
upper edge of the trough, and held there elastically by fo 
spiral springs within. Between the pressure board and the 
floor of the trough were placed four columns of carbonized 
cloth that could be compressed by downward pressure on ! 
board. "Through these columns of carbon an electric curre 
was maintained; and the strength of this current was in’ 
rough way proportional to the compression and therefore pr 
portional also to the pressure on the board 

In this way the strength of the current obtained throag 
the carbon was a measure of the downward force acting on the 
trough. Similar sets of columns of carbon were placed with 


the trough to measure the to and fro forces B and D acting it 
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the horizontal plane. Such an instrument, secured to the 
table, would furnish the means of measuring the force 
The exterior of the pressure apparatus and section 


required. 
are shown in Fig. 2. 


E 


sj nd NJ s3 


Fic. 2.—Pressure Boarp. 


Eis the pressure board and F the trough, S S the springs 
and N N the carbon columns. The trough was firmly secured 
tothe table top. On E, and on E alone the sitter had t« 
place his hands, so that the tilting of the table had to be 
performed through the pressure apparatus. 

At the outset there was a question as to whether the table 
would tilt in obedience to the medium's hands placed on the 
pressure board instead of on the table. We risked this and 
the plan turned out a successful one, for the medium ultimately 
found no difficulty. 

The next thing to design was the Recording Apparatus 
Which was to be used in association with the Pressure 
Apparatus. This consisted of three moving coils in a strong 
magnetic field, the coils connected respectively to the three sets 
of carbon columns with a battery of accumulators to supply 
the currents. 

The compression of any one set of carbon columns would 
this produce a motion of the corresponding moving coil. To 
tach of the coils was attached a pointer. The three pointers 
‘Were arranged in the one horizontal plane, their ends resting on 
sa cylinder over which could be rolled a strip of smoked paper. 
*On this smoked paper moving in a regular manner the pointers 
recorded their movements—a method in common use in all 


Jlaboratories. 
This apparatus is shown in part in Fig. 3. 


Fig. 3.— RECORDING APPARATUS. 


x N S are the poles of an Electro Magnet: N N N the 
“ates pointers ; Q the cylinder over which the moving strip of 

moves. € is one of the coils, the other two coils are not 
Each coil moves round a vertical axis V and is con- 


the anm tails and i only connection 
hit and the table was that of the three sets of flexible 
leads conveying the recording currents. 

width of the recording paper was five inches and its 
at the beginning of a séance thirty to forty feet. This 
% running at a constant speed by means of a small 
ring the whole time the medium was sitting at the 
that every force exerted should be recorded. 
was as follows :— 

tor would be started and the paper drawn under 
the recording apparatus at a constant speed, 
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then à non-medimir per enerally the writer) | 

at the table and tilted it in order to obtain the record for 
known mechanical forces to be used the standard record for 
the sitting In ti the table for the standard record it was 


always tilted with variou , 

the table was tilted by a force A ir e 

angles in the vertical plane This in nite to t 

of the entire apparatus as well as to produce alternati 


The non-mediumistic person would then retire and the 
Mr. Duke, dire tly he sat down, 


way, 


medium wo 


These normal til during a sitting and 


Mr. Duke 1 early aly 1otice by saying that they E 
tilts genuine tilt came, Mr. Duke 
ilways called It 1 'enerally the case witl 


him that he was unable to predict whether the table would 


move ¢ tried. He had to exert some small 
pressu tha ] His 
hand n us and 
generally in a twitching condition. These twitches were often 
violent and were recorded in sharp peaky curves 


Fhe table used in the laboratory was y much lighter thar 
that used in Mr. Duke's house The 


designed for this lighter 


pressure apparatus was 


It was intended origina 


get the levitation to occur ' sitting at the end of the 
but after trial it was found that the spiral 


zed somewhz 


jO Weak 


pressure apparatus pr 
and we had to arrange that the medium should sit at th 


a position requiring tilting forces that suited the springs. T 


mechanical force necessary for tilting was in this case only 


wr 
small fraction of that requi red to tilt the mahogany tal 


sth. 


his house, probably not more than a si 
Miss Duke, Mr. Duke's daughter 


nd obtained apparently genuine 


mediumistic and 


, Was also 


on occasions sat at the table a 
levitation. 


It may be mentioned here that every 


was taken that the medium’s hands were alwa 


board, and that his or her knees were clear 
Indeed, Mr. Duke himsel 


was watched, on occasions by one, and on other occasions by 


insisted on being watched, and he 


two of those present. 

Those who attended at the sittings were Mr. Duke, Mrs. 
Duke, Miss Duke, Master Joseph Duke, Mr. Alfred Briscoe 
(Sir Oliver Lodge's secretary), my wife, and ts all of whom 


were not present at all the sittings. 

We did not sit in any prescribed fashion, but generally 
The observer so placed himself that he could 
We held about 


round the table. 
watch the medium as well as the record. 
seven séances altogether, though I have record of only four, 
and they were regarded by all as being entirely of a preliminary 


nature. 
( To be continued.) 


“Psycuic Screxce IN. PARLIAMENT, Mr. "Angus 
MeArthur's " valuable and interesting address, given at a meet- 
ing of the London Spiritualist Alliance held in the Salon of the 
Royal Society of British Artists, Suffolk-street, on March 16th, 
1916, has now been published as a pamphlet, aud may be 
obtained at this office, price 2d., or post free 2 

CONCERNING SYMBOLS.— 
"A Study in Symbolism," 


There is much charm of writing in 
by M. F. Howard (Theosophical 
Publishing Society, 2s. net). Symbols are compared to trea- 
sures found by children in seashore caves. Wet with the 
waves of the sea of life they shine with unearthly radiance, 
but as they dry their beauty departs. So (says the writer) 
ancient symbols fade and die in the eager hands of scholars, 
but if it were possible to restore these outworn forms to their 
place in human life they would revive and become beautiful 
and significant again. The symbols of early races are shown 
to have been recognitions of Divine immanence, and the 
science of symbolism to be the recognition of the real unity of 
the laws of Life in all spheres, intellectual, emotional and 
physical. Among the symbols dealt with in the book are the 
Cross and Circle ; ; the symbols of Egypt, Greece and p 

of Norman and Gothic architecture, of Romance, of Saints, o 

Alchemy and Magie, and of Modern Art. 


-rmnm "EZ CY... 


188 


OFFICE OF "LIGHT," 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 
LONDON, 


SATURDAY, JUNE 10rn, 1916. 


Light: 
A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


PRICE TWOPENCE 


W.C. 


WEEELY. 

COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to 
the Editor, Office of Licut, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C. 
Business communications should in all cases be addressed to Mr. 
F. W. South, Office of Liaur, to whom Cheques and Postal Orders 
should be made payable. 


Subscription Rates.—Licut may be had free by post on the following 
terms :—Twelve months, 10s. 10d. ; six months, 5s. 5d, Payments 
must be made in advance. To United States, 2dol. 70c. To France, 
Italy, &c., 15 francs 86 centimes. 


Wholesale Agents: Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and 
Co., Ltd., 31, Paternoster-row, London, E.C., and LiGHT can be 
ordered through all Newsagents and Booksellers. 


APPLICATIONS by Members and Associates of the London Spirit- 
ualist Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance 
Library should be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D. Godfrey, 
Office of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-iane, W.C. 


THE OLD WAY AND THE NEW. 


Many years ago a minister of the Church of England, 
who wasalso a man of some reputation in his day as an 
author and journalist, entered upon an investigation of 
Spiritualism. At the outset he found himself repelled by 
certain crude and fantastic elements which are inseparable 
from such a subject in its early stages, and which to-day, 
with more advanced knowledge, are happily being out- 
grown. But he records that being on one occasion at a 
séanee at which a number of questions were put to the 
unseen intelligences with whom the sitters were presumed 
to bein communication, he was greatly.impressed by the 
deep wisdom of one of the answers. The question (we are 
quoting from memory) dealt with the existence of the evils 
which afflict life on earth and why these were permitted. 
The reply was that if these evils were removed the earth 
would be a sphere of perfection 
intended to be.” 

That gave him a new view-point both as regards the 
subject he was investigating and human life in its general 


"which it was never 


aspects. It wasa bit of useful philosophy quite irrespec- 


tive of its source. If we cannot rise quite to the height of 
those heroic counsels which bid us welcome our miseries as 
heartily as our joys and extract from them their utmost 
possibilities of good, it is well to be reminded of their place 
and purpose in the evolution of human life. 
there of design ; 
things. 
being young in experience, are tempted to rebel against the 
harsh discipline of earth. One of these young pilgrims 
was bidden to take example by the placidity and patience 
of the older folk and to observe their philosophic calm. 
His retort was a quite pardonable one. These older people, 
he objected. had grown callous under affliction. 
E case-hardened "; habit had inured them to their griefs 
and they had ceased to feel these as acutely as when then 
sensibilities were fresh. 


They are 
they are part of the great scheme of 


The idea is one especially valuable to those who, 


They were 


They had discovered the hollow 
mess of existence and no longer indulged in expectations 
doomed only to be disappointed. That was a natural con 
clusion, but it was only a small part of the truth. The 
fact is that in the great majority of lives there comes with 
advancing years a steady development of what Inay be 
called the spiritual sense. It may be helped and quickened 
immensely by those evidences of the reality of an unseen 
world which are coming into our midst so abundantly 
to-day. But even withont them it deepens and flourishes, 


bringing an access of faith and fortitude. The composure 


ERGERE: 
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that comes with maturity provides a condition favourabl 
to spiritual impressions, for assuredly men are sustains 
by much that on the interior side 


although it may rarely or never emerge into the oua 


enters their lives 
consciousness, 

They feel, although the idea may never become arti 
late, that things are ordered by some higher wisdom, ani 
they go forward with something like a dumb content. | 
is only when the intellect is abnormally active *that thy 
mind is troubled by turbulence and doubt, and the quie 
Many ] 
thoughtful observer at the outset of his thinking has le 


counsels of the soul go unheard or unheeded. 


puzzled by the apparent indifference of the great mass 
mankind to the terrors with which they were threatengl 
both here and hereafter. Oliver Wendell Holmes felt that 
if men really believed in eternal damnation they ought i 
common decency to go mad. Even the uncertainties o 
death itself—when its theological horrors are ignored- 
ought, it would seem, to have resulted in a greater measur 
of gloom and apprehension. Yet very few minds—those of 
of a supersensitive type—were thrown off their balance by 
the doctrine of eternal torment or the old " scientific’ 
dogma of the final extinction of the individual. We lam 
been told that the general unconcern shown was due to the 
fact that the average man did not realise these things. We 
think the true explanation is more creditable to huma 
intelligence, and that the real solution is that the ordinary 
man was subconsciously aware of the truth. He could ni 
reason about it, but he felt in some dim way that thing 
were a great deal better than his intellectual superim 
represented them to be. 

We are speaking more particularly of things as they 
were. Within the last generation or two they have alterel 
There has been a great quickening of the intellectual life 
and when the intellect begins to ask questions it is mi 
easily appeased. It demands proofs, facts and figures 
intellectual demonstrations in short. 


And as the provine 
of the intellect is to deal only with the material world an 
not at all with spiritual matters, Theology and Philosophy, 
Metaphysics "and Poetry have been hard put to it. It 
broke away from the Churches and laughed derisively at 
their threats; it sneered at Philosophy ; to Metaphysa 
and Poetry it showed the curling lip of contempt.  Thatal 
this was foreseen in the councils of the Infinite is manifest 
to those who have rightly appraised the significance of 
psychic phenomena, especially of the ` physical” kind 
Nothing else could have met the needs of the purely intel 
lectual type of inquirer. We commend the point to certau 
critics of the subject, in especial a Canon of the Church œ 
England who in a curiously uninformed study of the subjet 
bids his readers rely on faith rather than on ` vulgarisel 
phantoms” for assurance of "the permanence and respo 
siveness of their beloved departed." 

Psychic Science is a tremendously important thing. It 
is a new gateway to the heights of spiritual attainment 
designed for those who will enter by no other path. Masy 
have found their way to the heights thereby, many other 
That all are not 
motives is sorrowfully to be admitted. 
them, 


mongers and self-appointed 


are entering. )ossessed by the bet 
eS ^ 


There are trickster 


and gulls amongst notoriety seekers, 


sensa tyt 
prophets and 
pretentious and fustian mysteries. 
expected. 


revelators 

That is only to ix 
Those who are deterred by such things am 
lacking in courage and theright spirit of adventure, Bet 
for the true-hearted and aspiring soul the quest provide 
not only light and knowledge concerning worlds not yt 
realised, but a philosophy of hope and consolation for th 
life now to be lived—a philosophy of which there was never 


) much need as to day. 
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ARCHDEACON WILBERFORCE: A 
PERSONAL MEMORY. 


By CHanrorrE E. Woops. 


The writings and opinions of Archdeacon Wilberforce are 
so Well known to readers of Ligur that one might, perhaps, 
hesitate to refer to them in further detail did not one realise 
the duty of gratitude to a man who, in the face of strongly 
adverse opinion, dared to acknowledge and publicly teach the 
reality and value of psychic phenomena as an ally in the war 
against materialism and unbelief. 

This does not, however, alter the fact that the Arch- 
deacon’s attitude towards these things was one rather of 
tation than enthusiasm. His zealous temperament was 
balanced by a strong measure of critical faculty, and he would 
pause to weigh evidence even in cases where his inner sense 
was already convinced. It is true that he had sometimes good 
reason to discredit communications that came to him from 
psychic sources; it is also true that he had responsibilities 
towards many who, at a word from him, would have rushed 
headlong into a subject which they were temperamentally un- 
fitted to investigate. But for the right people he opened many 
a door into the other world, and brought healing and comfort 
to countless stricken hearts by the assertion, based on forty 
years of experience, that the “dead” and the "living" may 
touch hands across the gulf. 

To one who, like the writer, enjoyed a long friendship 
with the Archdeacon, and knew something of the inner 
movements of a mind that habitually saw Truth from many 
standpoints, his seemingly contradictory attitude towards 
psychic matters awakened no surprise. It is not too much 
toassert that during the latter years of his life, and especially 
since his own overwhelming loss, these things had become 
lis master interest. Every conversational road led, sooner 
or later, to the all-important subject, when one would 
feel that here the Archdeacon was, so to say, in; his own 
world. “I live so much more in the other world than in 
this,” he once confessed, “that nothing here really seems to 
matter" And yet this glowing sense of reality, this passionate 
absorption in things beyond the low reaches of the senses, was 
not incompatible with a vivid interest in current affairs both 
maüonal and personal. If it be true that "nothing really 
matters”"—and to him in the stern solitude of his spirit this 
imstrue—the strong sympathy which had always made the 
joys, sorrows, and interests of others his own was no whit 
abated by the knowledge. The Archdeacon loved this werld to 
the end, though in his heart’s depths he lived in another. 

Equally intelligible also was his mental attitude towards 
those evidences of psychic manifestation which he sought so 
eagerly, and derived from sources so various. “ Personally, I 
want none of them,” he would say, in his strong, decisive 
manner, after some special disclosure of psychic interest seemed 
to have contradicted the assertion. It was nevertheless true : 
he wanted no proof of the reality of the Unseen which, to 
him, had become the normal element of life, but his wide mind 
in its strong objective aspect welcomed evidence, and criticised 
it impartially. He was in contact with many psychic sources 
through whom..ceaseless communications were transmitted, all 
vi which interested him deeply, and many of which he accepted. 
Vet the deep spiritual communion with those who had had his 
hearts affections existed independent of outer aids. In the 
Mvid realisation of the presence of Divine Love—an exercise 
in which he had trained himself to great proficieney—he 
daimed to find all those lesser presences whom he had loved 
"long since and lost awhile. And he had, too, a method of in- 
wing a loved presence by thought-concentration and visuali- 
sation, in which he intensely believed. 

dn earlier years, when his strength permitted, it was his 
‘Gusto to make the Festival of All Saints a special corporate 
ittempt to blend the minds of his congregation with those 
tends who had recently passed on. The power and beauty of 

sthermg made it one which few of his followers willingly 
The lowered lights against the dark, panelled back- 
the chancel wall; the kneeling, white-robed figure 
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on the steps, his rapt ascetic face and sensitive, magnetic 
hands seeming to penetrate into a hidden but very near world, 
between which and thfe world of flesh he acted as a link and 
mediator—how strongly etched into the memory are the details 
of this annual service, which was to many an occasion of real 
union with invisible friends, and a realisation that for love and 
thought Nature has no barriers in any of her kingdoms 
During a poignant silence each member of the congregation 
would follow the instructions of the Archdeacon to concentrate 
into a visualised thought-form the special presence which cach 
desired to realise, the power of visualisation, in which he 
specially excelled, being, in his opinion, a very real means of 
rapport with the invisible world. 

The Archdeacon's most useful and successful work since the 
outbreak of the war was that for which his keen sympathies and 
intuitions so eminently fitted him, namely, to give to crushed 
and hopeless hearts an assurance of the continued survival of 
those who had laid down their lives for their country. In this 
special task he utilised with great success the countless evi- 
dences to this fact which have been coming, through psychics, 
during these tense months of war, and was able to lift from 
many a spirit the heaviest burden that can be borne 
the weight of a supposed eternal loss. The assurance that 
personality survives unchanged, which he desired intensely to 
impress upon every mourner who came to him, has been a 
frequent theme of pulpit utterance, and he had stated it 
recently in his volume of War Sermons, the " Battle of the 
Lord,” p. 145: 


Philosophieally, of course, the continuity of individuality 
is a fact, because each one is a thought of the Infinite 
Originator which He can never unthink: and yet, sometimes, 
in the keen agony of bereavement, in the intense yearning for 
realised communion and interchange of thought with a beloved 
departed one, the faithless question will arise and whisper, 
“Does the life of the next world mean the same dear person- 
ality, or some vague, unrecognisable absorption into the 
Immensity of the Infinite life of God?” Christ's word of 
command, spoken as the mouthpiece of the Infinite Mind, sets 
the question at rest. He always appealed to the individual 
He recognised no change of personality through the death of 
the body. He speaks to the individual in unmutilated com- 
pleteness, though the shell, the body, is cast off. " Young man, 
I say unto thee." “ Talitha cumi—Damsel, I say unto thee’ 
" Lazarus, come forth." 

The bodies of these persons were dead, used-up matter, 
without motion or sensation. The persons were alive, in full 
consciousness, and could hear and obey a voice which, winged 
with Divine authority and power, penetrated the sphere of 
being in which they were. 

Our loved ones, who, like ourselves, are individualisations 
of Infinite Spirit, though now in a higher degree of self-recog 
nition, are the same, the very persons we have known and 
loved; we shall be re-united: it is for us patiently to wait, 
and work, and abide in God. 


Many of the Archdeacon's experiences in connection with 
those who had fallen in the war are too sacred to be given to 
the public, and the following, though true, is not from his lips 
It will have, however, an intense interest for many :— 

A gentleman, by profession a banker, came one day to con- 
sult the Archdeacon concerning a psychic experience which he, 
as a stranger to such manifestations, was at a loss to under- 
stand. He had lost his only son in a recent engagement, and the 
sense of desolation was crushing his life. One day in his 
private room at the bank he threw himself in absolute despair 
on the floor and called in blind impotence to God to lift the 
load from his soul. At that moment he heard a voice close at 
hand saying, " Father, what ix the matter?" He recognised 
the inflections of his son's voice. In agony he cried out again, 
“Oh, God, if this is really he, don't let me be deceived, let me 


know.” Again the voice: " Father, what are you doing : I am 
here and quite all right!” “ How shill I know *" cried the 
stricken man. " Major —— fell with me at ——,” replied the 
lad; "that will be proof for you." Not recognising the name, 
the gentleman went with all speed to the War Office, and there 
ascertained that the officer in question fell in the same engage 
ment on the same day as his son. 

The Archdeacon made haste to assure the gentleman that 
such evidence was trustworthy, and might be taken as proof 
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that his son was as truly living and at hand as 


unable, indeed, to realise that to his father he could sec 


than he had evel be en, CConimued Jron - 19 

And now this bright spirit who had been for many years a Mr. Hienanp Boppineron said he believed 
light to lighten others along the spiritual way has himself piritual world, a living substantial world capable of re 
passed to that other world where for so long he had been at to the consciousness of those who dwelt therein. for he | 
home. Those who love him best think of him, in his own it had real inhabitants——human beings whose sens 
phrase, as "a soiled homing pigeon flying automatically to them sympathetically to their environment. He believe 
its dove-cot," and in the midst of tears they rejoice that he is inhabitants had the power to return to the homes on € 
" at the haven where he would be which they had left. The world called them dead, 


M — affirmed as the result of his own experience that t 


EIBIHOBCANPOHPIEPURAE HEALING believed Hiat thosa we called our loved and] 


able not only to commune with us, but to bring to us al 


Th« popularity of Spiritual Healing amongst some leading companionship whether we were conscious of it or not. T 
supporters of the Church of England is well known, but to were able to gnide and help us. It rested entirely wit 
hear the founder of the Ethical Church, Dr. Stanton Coit, selves as to what quality of help and guidance we rece 
deal with the subject, ‘on a recent Sunday morning at the (Applause.) ' We could, by our lives and thoughts, attract t 
Ethical Church, Queen's-road, W., was a noteworthy experience. ourselves spirit beings of as high an order as we were oursdm 

Dr, Coit/s parents were American Spiritualists and on other capable of attaining, or we could, by spiritual affinity, att 
occasions he has stated, that though after the age of seventeen to us those of a lower order who could hold us down just 
he never touched Spiritualism, despising heartily everything strongly as the others could lift us up. ‘There was an individ 
connected with it, he had previously sat for " development," responsibility on each one of us to shape our own lives! 
and during these sittings, which extended over a considerable when the individual was right the community would be right 
time, had often experienced spiritual illumination, the remem- As to the question of organisation, and the complaint t 
brance of which had never left him. That was at least some- their movement did not progress, he maintained that Spini 
thing to the credit of the Spiritualism he afterwards despised. ualism was progressing so rapidly that it was taking organisat 

On the Sunday in question he referred again to his early days. all its time to keep up with it, Yet they found themselves un 
The ruling influence of the home circle, his mother, “ the best the ban of the law. To meet this difficulty the National Union hs 
and wisest woman I have ever known," lived, he said, to the underconsideration a scheme whereby every member joining ab 
age of eighty-two, although until she was thirty-seven she had Jide society should become by the same fact a member of th 
been half an invalid, often confined to her bed for weeks at a Spiritualists’ National Union, a legally-constituted body, It 
time, At that age she became convinced that Nature had was further proposed that being divided according to their 


resources of her own for healing, and resolved to trust to these tricts the societies should elect from amongst themselves a ou 


entirely, and from this resolve she never departed. Accord- tral district council, to be known as the District Council of th 


ingly she and her husband banished drugs entirely from their Spiritualists’ National Union, and to form an integral part ofii 


of their children had been thank- From these District Councils should be nominated the office 
and executive council of the S,N.U. The District Council woul 


home, à fact for which some 
ful all their lives. 
Two years ago, a member of the Ethical Church, a well 


known Suffragist, asked the prayers of the other members for E» 
They would then have a National Union of organised societi 


levy so much per member from each society, and the Natio 


cutive would in turn make a levy on each District Unio 


her sister lying seriously ill in a nursing home, and one Sunday 


evening five hundred persons engaged in silent meditation on and each individual member would have a vote, and every 


the invalid's behalf, Next day, on calling at the home, the member belonging to an affiliated society could be ipso fuet 
lady was informed to her great joy that on the previous evening, member of the National Union and have a vote and ay 
ata time corresponding with the service, the patient fell into in it, through delegates who would each represent so ma 
a quiet sleep, which lasted for eight hours ; when she awoke, the members, They could not have a healthy National Union unles 
fever had gone and she was then on the high road to recovery they had healthy unit (Hear, hear.) He believed they hs 
Both sisters attributed the recovery to the sympathetic medi made a great mistake in the past by making persons membe 
tation of the members of the Ethical Church Information of their local bodies too easily and too indiscriminately, H 
of this incident was sent to Dr. Coit-—then in America -and vested that all societies should have associates and memb 


ho was evidently impressed by it, for some weeks ago, shorti associateship being limited to purposes of study, and m: 
after his return, he announced his intention to speak on hip restricted to those who found that they could honest 
Spiritual Healing The morning came, but Dr. Coit had been aflirm that Spiritualism was true, and who gave evidene 
summoned hastily to Switzerland to the sick bed of the church their desire for its advance and elevation A member w 
secretary, who was in the last stage f illne When le have a vote and a voice in the councils of the societies, a 
arrived he found that the doctors and nurses had given his friend associates would have all the privileges without the vote. 1 
three days to live, and were dosing him heavily with opiater, this way they would run no risk of ignorant clique s of m 
Dr, Coit got the latter reduced at onee, and he and the patient cokers over-riding the wiser minds in a societ 
agreed to try what powi were available without drugs, and Referring to the question of mediumship, Mr, Bodding 
daily they sat together, the patient relaxed ul D Coit id that in the past they heard much of“ Sludge the Me 
holding his hand, in an attitude of mind which asked for help 1 caricature at whieh they could afford to laugh, knowin 
to pour from him. ‘To their mutual surprise and that of the it wae not a true picturi jut. lately a new type had lx 
attendants, the patient lived for five weeks, comparative ly fro presented to the public in some of the popular literature off 
from pain, and to the end kept his clearn of mind, whieh da It was à kind of Becky Sharp, whose stock-in-trade ws 
the doctors had said was an absolute impossibility the remains of her past. beauty, glib of tongue, and wit 

Dr. Coit pressed for an extension of thi wonderful venk for wealthy friend They could not so well aff 
pathy, this energising love, between individuals far and wid laugh at this, because it wa fact that some people who hs 
and begged his members to experiment with this power, uid all found their way into the movement conformed to this typ 
healers to make known their gifts and use them as widely à They must make a clearance of the Becky Sharps if th 
possible, In passing, he sail that he did not in any way attr wished to succeed, They must not condone these things in t 
bute it to discarnate spirits, but to man's own power lhat name of brotherhood, but set their facos firmly against ts 
poe could not only alleviate disease at ita Jast hours, but elass of medium in the interesta of the strongth, purity an 
could vitalise and renew depleted bodies and prevent disons J 
laying hold of them dignity of their movement, CApplanse.) 

Spiritual science i» amongst us with a vengeance when such Here Miss Shead's second song was introduced-—a f» 
an address could be heard at the leading Ethical Churel in setting of Tennyson's “Crossing the Bar," sung with mn 


London, H feeling and expression 


June 10, 1916.) 


Me. F. T. BLAKE said he bad been trying to gather some 
yes as to the collective thought of the meeting on the paper 
jelad read. Many points had been raised and much ground 
wwe It was sometimes well to go over what we heard, and 
=s if there were not some things that we could throw away in 
ger that we might the more firmly hold what was of lasting 
mine. In the realm of Spiritualism this mental stocktaking 
needed if we would build on a nobler seale, and he held 
fatsuch grander building was called for. The big things of 
Messtonished us for the moment and then were forgotten in 
Wp ietails of the morrow. It was in the details we found life's 
fe value. A short time ago a friend had sent him a copy of 
sMillands paper containing a memorial notice in verse, He 
gud not remember the exact wording, but it was to the effect 
ital joy had fled from the home and only sorrow remained 
Dyn that the son so dearly loved had gone for ever. In that 
me lay a human tragedy, and the note it sounded was echoed 
muglout the length and breadth ofthe land. Some persons 
syit affirm that the vast majority of mourners were resting 
Wa large extent on the religious teaching they had received, 
Wileknew from personal experience and investigation that 
water the profession of belief there was much grave doubt 
mlerlying it. He instanced the case of a lady he knew who 
M received official information that her son had been 

inaction. She had been a member of a Church all her 
ti tnt in the moment of bitter experience the faith she had 
tea taught failed her, He claimed that if the Church had been 
a ion of the true facts as declared in the phenomena 
Wile higher laws of Nature her doubts would have been 
mored and her heart set at rest. It was here we found the 
mae of our facts and it was here also we found the call for 
www. By a knowledge of the true facts of life we were 
prepared to face its most painful experiences, and that prepara- 
Mi brought with it the fullness, the joy and sweetness of life. 
The power of the Union as a collective body to impart that 
Ppd sweetness was measured by the power of individual 
wie rendered as a result of our personal experiences. He 
Wied farther that all that was antagonistic to the true de- 
mlopment of humanity was due to the fact that we had 
ted man as a spiritual being here and now. He hoped 
tat as a result of their collective consideration of the points 
Wiad raised in his paper there would be a united effort 
trards a given ideal. 

With the aid of the inspiration and guidance of their un- 
wer helpers, Spiritualism in the future should be no mere 
Hemodie influence, but become a dynamic force which would 
Woivilieation on to a higher plane. (Applause.) 


"LIGHT" "TRIAL" SUBSCRIPTION, 


As an inducement to new and casual readers to become 
Meribers, Ligur will be sent for thirteen weeks, post free, 
fr? asa“ trial” subscription, It is suggested that regular 
faders who have friends to whom they would like to introduce 
the paper should avail themselves of this offer, and forward to 
the Manager of Liany at this office the names and addresses 
W wh friends, upon receipt of which, together with the 

inte postal order, he will be pleased to send Liane to them 
M post ax stated above, 


We direct the attention of inquirers and those in the early 
of paychie investigation to the remarks by Mrs. S. E, De 
Karpan, quoted in the present issue under " A Generation 


Ffas On Prayer. In connection with the University of 
Sh Andrew», the Walker Trustees invite essays on prayer: its 
reality and power; its place and value to the indivi- 
Church and the State, inthe everyday affairs of life, 
ur of sickness and disease, in times of distress and 
} i nger, and in relation to national ideals and to 
, The prizes offered are: £20, open' to matricu- 
7 £50, open to alumni or anyone holding an 
nt in the University; £100, open to competitors in 
the world, Essays must reach the secretary, Mr. 
mett, at the University, on or before June Ist, 1917. 
be announced in the “ Athonum " for October, 
"Times! for the 17th of that month, and in the 
vekly " for the 20th, 
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SPIRITUALISM AND THE CHURCH: A 
VINDICATION. 


By E. Wake Cook 


Whenever there is a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
ecclesiastics hasten to dam it lest it should flood their 
premises. Whenever they see a burning bush they hasten to 
extinguish it; and when they hear a still small voice they plug 
their ears; and they walk with bandaged eyes lest they should 


! Such are the results of vested interests 


gain the open vision 
in error; the subjection of Religion to the interests of 
ceclesiastical organisations. 

These tendencies are con pleuons in à amphlet entitled 
"Spiritualism : A Historical and Critical Sketch,” by E. M 
McClure, Hon. Canon of Bristol; with a benedictory preface 
by the Archdeacon of Bristol: and published by the Society 
for Promoting Christian " Knowledge.” The careless publica- 
tion of this booklet gravely discredits their other publications, 
us if they are of like character, then the object of the Society 
seems to be the promotion of prejudice rather than of know- 


ledge, as this little work is a serious libel on a great move- 
ment, and a sullying of a new ontponring of the Holy Spirit, 
God's greatest Pentecostal boon to man. 

jut the issue of this pamphlet is a sign of the stirring of 
the dry bones of orthodoxy, and of a reflorescence of interest 
in Spiritualism. It is vitiated by the prevalent curse of the 
time, the Party virus which blindly discredits opponents, or 
supposed opponents who may be, as in our case, the greatest 
friends of Religion, which the Rev. Canon thinks he is fighting 
for. 

The character of Canon MeClure's treatment of this vast 
subject can only be brought home to him by parallel cases that 
will appeal to him. What would he think of a man who declared 
the Bible to be atheistical and quoted the words, “There is no 
God,” omitting the context, “ The fool has said in his heart " ; 
or who maintained that it denied man's immortality, and quoted 
the many passages to that effect to be found in the Old Testa- 


ment? What would he say toa controversialist who sought 
to discredit Christianity by casting doubts on the virginity of 
the Virgin Mother; or on the worth of the disciples because 


one was a villain; and who sneered at the appearance of angels 
to announce the Resurrection as “ vulgar Spiritualism”? Or 
what would he say of a man who tried to diseredit medicine 
by exposing the quacks by which it is infested; and even 
quoted great physicians as declaring that doctors have killed 
more people than all the wars, and that medicine was "founded 
on conjecture, and improved by murder"? These enses are 
the exact counterparts of the Rev. gentleman's controversial 
tactics. He is like a man exploring gold or diamond fields and 
looking only for the broken bottles, old tins, and other rubbish, 
Or he is like the Pharisees of old, eager only to crucify the 
new Light-bringer. 

The Canon goes through the whole vast subject with a hop, 
skip, and a jump, finally turning a somersault by accepting under 
another name —the “Communion of Saints "—the very doctrine 
he has been so blindly fighting. Glancing at the “necromancy ” 
of ancient times, and in the Old Testament, he clearly sees 
that these old “consulters of the dead " were just mediums like 
those of our own time, and as he utterly discredits all modern 
mediuins, he sweeps away at one stroke the whole Spiritualism 
of the Bible, thus reducing it to chaos, He also thinks that 
Christ was mistaken in supposing men were possessed by evil 
spirits, and says it was only hysteria, In all this he seems to 
argue from the materialist’s standpoint. I say " seems " as his 
position is so uncertain, and his statements so contradictory 
that nothing is certain except his animus against Modern 
Spiritualism, He skims through our history as might the arch- 
doubter, with sneer on lip, and tar brush in hand to besmirch 
all he touches. Inverting the charity which thinketh no evil, 
he imputes evil to Spiritualists, rakes up so-called exposures 
of mediums, and disposes of all the pronouncements 
in our favour from great scientists who know, by 
the hostile pronouncements of other scientists who 
don't know. Then he naively wonders why Spiritualism dares 
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to raino ita head altor having been so offootually 
thirty 


“oxposod " 


yeara ago! Aa I havo said before, Spiritualiam in a 


atupondous mibjoot, and a man will aoo in it juat what ho is 
big enough to see, The Canon ia big enough to seo allegations 
of fraud, but he ia not big enough to see the goodnosa, the 
prandeur, or the vital aignifleanee of this, God's latest: and 
greatest; boon to man==a boon which moeta the moat urgent 
needa of a toardronchod world as nothing else ean, which 
brings the bonedietion of sweetest consolation for the beroaved, 
and has banished onoo for all those medimval nightmares which 
imputed infinitely worse than Kaisorlike frightfulnoss to Our 
Father, a God of Love boon which has given a scientific 
foundation to religion, demonstrated. the reality of an aftor- 
lifo, and opened before us a grandor view of tho whole range of 
existeneo than had ever hitherto been revealed to man, 

Spiritualiam is infested by impostora as medicine is by 
quacks, and we never tire of repeating St, Paul's injunction to 
“try the spirits" Frauds have been committed, but many of 
the chargos of fraud were themselves. fraudulent ; and L would 
ik Canon MeClure whether any one of the actual frauds was 
oaloulated to do a thousandth part of the harm which is dono 
hy his grave misroprosentation of this latest Pentecostal out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, which Spiritualism demonstrably is * 

His roforoncos to Andrew Jackson Davis are characteristic 
of his treatment, Ho says, in addition to several falso. stato- 
menta, that Davis was the offspring of a “drunken father and 
a neurotie mother"; omitting to say that the elder. Davis had 
tho strength of character to throw off the pernicious habit, 
and that the mother merely had a more finely strung nervous 
organisation than that of materialistic Canons; which gave hor 
the faculty of second sight, Ho snoers at Davis for his ignorance 
of soionce! Why, that is the essence of the whole wonder, Ht 
was tho very faet of young Davis's utter ignorance of science 
and everything else whieh made his production of one of the 
groatoat and wisest works in the world, by tho exercise of his 
inner or soul faoultioa, the “miracle” of the age 

Such mudo and unfair treatment. of Spiritualism by tho 
Canon would demand only the shortest of short paragraphs 
were he not typical of a whole class of ‘clorioal opponents ; 
but, thank God, the more enlightened of the elergy aro bogin- 
ning best friend; and if Canon 
MeClure continnos his attacks, he may, like Paul, bo blossed 


hy vision, and become the strenuous advocate of 


to recognise it ns thoir 


our newer 
Christianity, 
A GENERATION AGO, 
(From “Liane” or JUNR l2rn, 1888.) 


When those stancos de, those of the early. investigators of 
Spiritualism in this country had gone on for somo time, scien 
tifo friends and acquaintances wished to be admitted to them 
This introduced a ditlienlty, H the medium wore shy or sensitive, 
nothing happened; but if a few sounds or movements were 
perceived, sorutinising glances were generally diroeted all round 
the company, and espeeially upon the medium, with the efoet 
of woakoning or stopping what had alroady begun very well, 1 
have seen. this many times And E have seen men with large, 
netive brains men conversant with philosophie reasoning. and 
naad to sciontifie observation — Dr, Robert Chambers, Di 
William Grogory, Chief Baron Pollock, Mi 


others) 


Do Morgan, and 
giving the full power of their mediumship by mere 
wbsenee of suspicion and real interest in what was going on, As 
faras 1 have observed, the larger the brain is, the more power 
Will it have to help or to hinder 


whom l apoak swoon found, swewe, that everything implying 


And the experimenters of 
voal munspieion presented an obstacle to success Thia boing so, 
it would have boon sxsetentife in tho highest. degree. to admit 
it, for the truly seientilie inquirer will not satisfy himself. that 
an experiment has been fairly tried until every one of the requi 
aite conditions has hoon sorupulousty fulfilled and every ehanee 
of error excluded, So in the early oirolos whioh E remember, 
teste wore dikoouraged, but proofs innumerable were given 
to ua, 
From an article hy Mas, S, K, Di: MORGAN 
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SIDELIGHTS. 
Diseuasing the supposed. “materialiam ° which marks som 
accounts of life on the other side a correspondent tells of a 
dear old lady who, communicating her firat impressions of spirit 
life, expressed surprise at finding it “so secular "! 


Regarding tho two songs of Mra, Moredith'a givon at South 
Placo, the singer, Mr, Erie Godley, informed tho audienco that 
With them he had boon able to do pioneer work for tho caus, 
Ho had sung them at At Homes and in soldiers! camps and 
hospitals, always introducing them with a statement of his own 
boliof in Spiritualism, He had had soldiers come up to hin 
afterwards and tell him that they had had visible ovidence of 
spirit return on the battlefield, 


While attending the great concert of the massed bands ol 
the Household Brigades at tho Albert Hall, on Saturday tho 
27th ult, S, R. €, a lady correspondent who had been sue. 
ing greatly from a gastrio ailment, suddenly realised. towank 
the ond of what she calls "that veritable battle of musical 
sounds in ‘1812,'" that for tho first time in the week she fell 
perfectly woll, then she has had no return of the 
trouble, She writes to ask if any others among our madon 
have had a similar evidence of the healing power of musi 
beyond the mere soothing of tired or exeited nerves ; alu 
whether thoro is any solontifle reason for it» 


Sinco 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The Fourth 


Sır, —A little time ago in “Notes by the Way” you hal 
partioulars of a soarch for a fourth dimension by Mr. T. 0 
Todd, You ended up by calling attention to the fact that he 
eoneludes that the three dimensions of matter are modes of 
and that itself is the fourth 
dimension, Curiously, this is the same point made by Mr 
Rawson in his writings, but ho says that consciousness, or what 
he calls Mind, is God, and is the fourth dimension, and the 
fourth dimension is Infinity, He further says that this is 
demonstrable, LT cannot myself see how one ean prove this 
but as far as I have gone, L have found that tho method he 
Yours, Ån., 


Dimension, 


OONSCLOUSNOSS CONSCLOUSHOSS 


advocates is the correct one 
Verra Fito 


The Meaning of Education, 


Sin, 1 write to say how fully I appreciate your loader on 
the above, especially your reference to education, — 1 have dis 
covered that it is possible to eradivate by over-education the 
spark of originality that distinguishes one, and thus to render 
an individual automatically uninteresting, — "l'he finest singer! 
vemembor had fluto-liko notes, as sweet as a bird's, Sho wont 
in for a course of vooal training,'and lost the beauty that had 
before enchanted her audienco, Neither the commorvial ny 
the spiritual suecessos are (on tho whole) the educated folks 
Native ability, indomitable will, and perseverance seem to bè 
the ground of snocess As edueation is said to be a " drawing 
out," and not an imbibing, it is feasible that one may demand 
too much even of spontaneous intelligence, Yours, Å, 
E, P. PnuENTIOI 
Nutton 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


B, F.P 
Age 


Noo tho names mentioned under “A Generat 
in this issue 


D. N, Pines (Barry) 


England and his experiments have 


Business is 


taking him out 4l 


to be abandoned for t 


present 
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MR. OTTO VON BOURG (53 


Will give 
SPECIAL SERIES OF SEANCES 


TUESDAY, JUNE 20h | TUESDAY, JUNE 27th 
AtS o'clock in the afternoon Admission le. each person, 
No admission after 30'olock, 


‘These special meetings or circles are given by the medium to 
ane demand for psychic evidences chiefly in connection with 
Whonro suffering in mind by reason of the present wars They 
donot form part of the official prcgramme of the Alliance. 
Th MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Mil hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, W.O. 
(Close to Tottenham Court-road Tube Station). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 


MR. ROBERT KING, Address. 
June 20th, Mr. H. Ernest Hunt, Address. 


Admission Free. Collection, Inquirers cordially invited, Doors open 
at6p.m. No admission after 6,40 p.m. 
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SPIRITUALISTS' NATIONAL UNION 


Will be held in the 

CENTRAL HALLS, 25, BATH STREET, GLASGOW, 

On SATURDAY, JULY ist, 1916. 

Chair to be taken by ERNEST W. OATEN, Esq., PRESIDENT. 
A Consultative Conference will be held in the 
same hall on Sunday, July 2nd, 1916. 

At 11.16 a.m., MISS FELICIA R. SCATCHERD, of London, will 
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down to Hawarden, and in 1894 he took an imoression (reproduced 
in this volume) of Lord Kitehener's hand at the War Office. when he 
foretold that 1914 would be the year in which Lord Kitchener's 
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been consulted by Chamberlain, Mx Balfo ur, Mines, Bernhardt and 
Melba, Mark Twain, &co, The first day he wore his robes as Lord 
Chief Justice, Lord Russell of Killowen sent for Cheiro in fulfilment 
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Of the more serious books dealing with the ethics and philosophy of 
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‘Spirit Teachings,’ by W. Stainton Moses, M.A., and 
'Psyehie Philosophy as the Foundation of a Religion 
of Natural Law,’ by V. C. Desertis. 


To such who wish to obtain some knowledge of the higher aspects 
of Modern Spiritualism I Strongly recommend these two works. 
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THE COLOUR CURE. 
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on colour as a therapeutic agent, now ready, giving a list of com- 
plaints which may be treated at home in an inexpensive and effective 
manner by anyone. It is shown how foods may be increased in their 
nutritive and digestive qualities. and water acquire tonic properties. 
Send 1s. 8d. for this indispensable adjunct to health. 


The TALISMAN PUBLISHING CO., Dept. L., Harrogate. 


The Late ARCHDEACON WILBERFORCE 
wrote:—"' Much obliged for the new edition 
of that noble book,” 

“Full of optimism and joy. Fully justi- 
fles the way of God with man in all things. 
Much of its message is particularly per- 
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esting articles on Ocoultism, Astrology, Health and Healing. 
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In “Notes by the Way” in Lramr of the 3rd inst, we 
"quoted an important pronouncement by Sir Oliver Lodge 
on the subject of telepathy from an article by him in the 
Muy number of the " Nineteenth Century.” But there 
Wis another statement in the article that for some will 
lave an even greater significance 
that other students of the subject have discussed, even those 
not definitely committed to the idea of spirit agency in any 


since it refers toa matte: 


department of psychical manifestation, | Experimenters 
ome of them men of distinction in the intellectual world 
find at times in telepathy evidences of an intelligence acting 
independently of the human, that is to say the carnate, 
Tinds engaged in the experiments. This is a faet doubtless 
known to Sir Oliver Lodge, who writes : 

The idea that telepathy is effeeted by physical means at all 
is it the present time quite gratuitous, It is a hypothesis that 
requires examination but is as yet purely a working hypothesis 
in my own mind, If telepathy is a physical process we 
encounter a standing difficulty when we try to understand how 
it can occur across vast tracts of intervening distance, and if 
itis not a physical process but a psychical one we cannot 
definitely suy that it might not be effeeted by the interven- 
tion of other intelligences who act either as transferrers or as 
stimulators of thought, 

Sir William Barrett, it will be remembered, is of opinion 
that telepathy is not effected by any physical process, since 
a message is projected over distances of thousands of miles 
With no greater expenditure of energy than is required to 
transmit it across the length of n room, 


In spite of its “creepy” title and its air of sensation 
alim, “The White Ghost Book," to which we referred 
lut. week, contains n great deal that will interest nnd 
profit the student of the supernormal. The story by a 
"well-known Canon" of the lady whose figure was 
vontinually being seen in various parts of her house at 
moments when she was bodily elsewhere bears sugges 
tively on the question of the whereabouts of the soul 
during unconsciousness. ‘The Canon tells how on going to 
hay with some old friends at à country house in Hampshire, 
jie was received by his hostess, and after tea shown to his 
loom, On going up to unpack his luggage, he met the lady 
bf the house, whom he had but a moment before left in the 
libmty. Te uttered an exclamation of surprise, whereupon 
ihe Vanished, Wearing that the vision portended something 
arming, he hastened downstairs to the library, where he 
bund his hostess tranquilly reading. — Seeing how agitated 
le was, Mrs, — — asked what was the matter, He was 
bout to make some excuse when she added, " Don't say 
! 
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[s Newspaper.] Price TworENCE, 


you've seen me! It’s always happening!" And she ey 
plained that the experience was one that constantly oceurred 
to her guests, Wer theory was that her anxiety for their 
comfort was so great that her ` astral body " detached itself 
in order to do what in her earthly body she wished to do 
personally superintend every arrangement for their recep 
tion and entertainment, 


The subject of Joanna Southcott and her box of prophe 
cies, which gave occasion for the address delivered by Mrs 
Fox at Steinway Hall on Sunday, the 4th inst., has proved 
an item of suflicient interest to be noticed in some of oui 
contemporaries, the " Westminster Gazette " amongst them 
With every desire to be hospitable to all matters which 
connect with our subjects, we ave nevertheless inclined to 
be shy of oracles which discourse in a confused and eecen 
tric fashion, Writing in Licor of March 11th (p. 83), Sit 
A. Conan Doyle remarked 

Myers, Gurney and Hodgson are messengers of truth from 
the Beyond as surely as Isaiah or Amos, but, British fashion, 


they speak coldly and clearly with none of the passion and 
declamation of the East 


That is, indeed, the case, A revelation to be adapted to 
the needs of the present day must be clear, definite, and 
in accordance with the literary standards of the time. 
And here let Emerson speak 

The relations of the soul to the Divine Spirit are so pure 
that it is profane to seek to interpose helps. It must be that 
when God speaketh He should communicate not one thing but 
all things ; should fill the world with His voice; should scatter 
forth light, Nature, time, souls, from the centre of the present 


thought, Whenever a mind is simple and receives a divine 


wisdom old things pass away, All things are dissolved 


to their centre by their cause, and in the universal miracle petty 
and particular miracles pass away 


Li Li * * 


We are willing to do what we can towards the promo 
tion of the object which Mrs, Fox and other friends have 
nt hoart the opening of the box of prophecies, Tt will 
at least have an interest for students of Psychical Research, 
for Joanna Southcott was undoubtedly a psychic character, 
though probably her mediumship was of what is known as 
the ~ psychological” type, where gleams of authentic inspira 
tion mingle with much that is cloudy and doubtful, Our 
own Wily lies as much as possible along the grent high road 
of life, and we distrust thickets and by-ways, ‘The many 
weird doctrines and ~ revelations” to which our attention 
is all the time being invited, although they often throw new 
lights on the main subject, rarely reveal the presence of 
any contral and vital truth, The true voice of the Spirit 
speaks always through the best human intelligence intelli 
gently, “Truth,” said a modern philosopher, "is that 
whieh works well," It has been frequently urged in reply 
to the charge that after so many centuries of Christianity 
the world is plunged in red ruin, that as Christianity has 
never been tried it cannot have been found wanting. The test 
of a thing must be in the trial of it. If it “works well” it 
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is true And the fact applies even to a piece of machinery EXPERIMENTS ON LEM ITATION. 


as well as to a doctrine of faith and practice. The things By BENJAMIN DAVIE 
that are true are the things that survive when tested to 


the uttermost. Prophecies, revelations, creeds and doc (Continued from page 187) 

trines of all kinds must pass through the ordeal If they We shall now proceed to explain the records obtained 
fail they are useless to us. We are content that nothing Fig. 4 is a photograph on a reduced scale of the actual 
shall live but that which has virtue in it eurves obtained when a non-mediumistie person sat at thi 


i rie. table and tilted it by exerting pressure on the pressum 


apparatus. Curve B shows the record for the horizontal com- 


JOANNA SOUTHCOTT AND THE SEALED BOX, ponent of the force exerted to tilt the table towards the sitter 


" B," a lady eorrespondent, who, like Mrs. Rachel Fox, is pk 

a member of the Quaker community, informs us that she 
attended Mrs. Fox's lecture at Steinway Hall, but derived 

little enlightenment, although she has long been a practical 
student of mysticism and psychic phenomena. She does not 

doubt fora moment the sincerity of Mrs. Fox and those asso- 

ciated with her, and is willing to concede that some good might 

be accomplished if Joanna Southcott’s mysterious box of 
writings eould be opened. 


Our correspondent continues : 


jut surely twentieth century 
be asked to “ put back the clock," in order to be able to appre- 
ciate the published writings of the prophetess, or those yet to 


seekers for truth should not 


be produced, as suggested by Mrs. Fox. In order to do this 
we must assume Adam and Eve, the fall, the devil, and all 


the other hindrances which have kept us bound so long, and 


FORCES 


then the prophecies will fit in, and we shall see an ordered 
whole in the revelations of the Bible. I can imagine nothing 
more likely to drive away those entering upon the study of 
occult forces than to have such a view put before them. Has 


no medium ever spoken since Joanna * Has the "spirit of i 


trath "—her guide—never found another mouthpiece * 


If the confused utterances of Joanna Southcottare all that Fig. 4." (See footnote.) 
we have to look for to-day as " revelation " in Britain's day of Curve D shows the record for the horizontal component 
trial, then heaven help us! They have no message for the exerted to tilt the table from the sitter and curve C gives the 
modern world's need, and if the "spirit" who it is stated vertical: component rrecessary. 


urges the opening of the box cannot see the difliculties of At 


(n) and (2) are shown the two component forces 
such utterances, and cannot find a more suitable means of ex- 


momentarily exerted when the sitter tilts the table towards 
pression, then save us from the spirits! himself. (O) and (p) are similar forces; (7) and (r) are the 


Believe me, I do not mean to be severe in my judgment, forces used when he tilís the table from him 


These curves 
and I have an earnest desire to hear every “ word of the Lord," were therefore regarded as the standard curves for comparison 
both ancient and modern, which may be of use to men, and can with those obtained during levitation by Mr. Duke and Miss 
be presented in a fashion suitable to our modern minds, but I , 


decline to throw a my reason at the biddi 


gof afew enthu- 
siasts who tell me 


> prophecies in Daniel refer to the 
events of to-day This was said in the time of Jesus, in the 
days of the apostles, in the opening centuries of Christianity, 
and so on; illumination is only profitable to the human race 


when it can be verified, step by step, by reason and judgment 


{ 
Psychic students should beware of the by-paths which " pro- 
phecy " may lead them into, for it is of such wide interpretation, 
and may apply to any age or time, that to fit it into special 
instances is dangerou J 
1] 
EnnATA.—In Miss E. P, Prentice's letter last week (p. 192) m 
the title of the leader to which she referred was accidentally i9] B 
omitted. It was "Questions of the Hom In the third a 
“ Sidelight” on the same page “battle of musical sounds 9 
should read " Zath of musical sound 
Tug ApvANCEMENT OF Psycuic SCIENCH Mrs. Nellie 
Bloodworth (Lavender Hill) writes advocating the repeal of the 
Acts of Parliament which prohibit the pursuit of psychic 
investigation, and the formation of a union of mediums to 
include all those now practising, but making rules for the ad- 
mission of new members, so that the vocation of mediumship 
may be elevated, and those practising outside the union be Fic. 5.2 (See footnote.) 
regarded as doubtful persons. Mrs, Bloodworth admits that 
the suggestion is not an ideal one, but feels that it would be Duke The standard curves were taken at intervals during 
useful as a working basis. As to predicting the future she kept 
T D the séance order to satisfy oneself that the apparatas Kep 
remarks: “Let us stand boldly for the truth, and instead of 16 séance in order deoa , n 
the plea ‘We do not forecast the future, let us assert that in good order d 
prevision is a fact." She adds that Spiritualists have further LEVITATION vi EE Fig. ^ 
to consider whether their movement is to be an auxiliary of the Now we come to the curve for the levitation ig 


Christian Church, a religion in itself, or a scientific movement 


demonstrating continuity of life and the reality of psychic 
powers 


showa one of several obtained when Mr. Duko sat at the table 


*The ourvesin Figs. 4 and 5 should be read C D B downwards 
not B. DC, Same order applies to Fig. 6, 


June 17, 1916.) 


ARE 


The arrow indicates the time at which levitation took place 
It is seon that no appreciable force manifests itself in any of 
the three cardinal directions, but the table tilted well enough 
During the subsequent oscillations of the table there are small 
forces recorded in the upper curve. How much of the fore 
recorded during the oscillations is due to the aetual pull of 
the hands and how much to the momentum of the pressure 
hoard itself it is now impossible to say. In any case, this force 
issmall compared with that required by mechanical means to 
produce the tilt. What is important is the fact that practi- 
cally no force at all got itself recorded at the moment of levi 
tation, When Fig. 5 is compared with Fig. 4 the difference is 
obvious and startling, and when first seen it seemed almost too 
much to believe, though it supported the experience obtained 
at Mr. Duke's house. 

The following are the notes taken at the time of the 
sitting held on the evening of April 13th 1894 : 

SITTING IN BASEMENT ADVANCED Room 

Friday, April 13th, 1894, 8.10 p.m. Present : Mr. and Mrs 

Duke, son Joseph and B. D. 


> 


Arrangement of apparatus slightly different from what it 
was during experiment (1). Made revolving drums for feeding 
in the recording paper, which is now driven at a constant speed 
with the help of an electromotor. To avoid undue annoyance 
from noise the motor was placed in another room. 

Also the sensitiveness of the apparatus was slightly altered. 

Immediately on arriving Mr. Duke, without any talk or loss 
of time, went straight for the table as if bent on immediate or 
urgent work, and simply asking if B. D. was ready, The table 
very soon moved, and continued to do so (on and off) for 14 
hours, Curves were takén often, most of them showing re- 
markable resulte. They show that at times hardly any force 
was exerted on the hand board while the table was tilted. See 
curves. 

Immediately preceding the sitting, during the sitting and at 
the ond of the sitting, curves were taken with B. D. at the 
table, in order to obtain normal curves and test the condition 
of the apparatus. 

During portions of the sitting B. D. watched carefully the 
operation of tilting the table, sitting on a stool in front of 
Mr. Duke, 

During the evening Miss Duke also sat, and we got one 
food curve from her, On trying the table the second time she 
maid the power was waning, and the tilt produced gave a large 
indication on the paper. See curves. 

Mr. Duke finished his sitting in just the same abrupt way 


as ho commenced it, The cause I did not find til 
minutes later, when | found his eyes wet with tear almost 
weeping For some time before the end of the tting h 
departed little daughter sat in front of him and callin 
“ Dada ! This ultimately became t« U for | 
uddenly left the table, put on h it, and fin 
thing unceremoniously 

Fig. 6 is the record obtained Dr 
table. The exact moment of le I not indicated 


occurred early in the record, near the left edge of the f 


prior to the train of oscillations rh d at a 
sitting held on April 19th, 1894. It will be noticed that 
the forces recorded are small fractions of th juired 
to move the table. The medium said that during the oscilla 


tions she could hardly feel her hand on t 


he pre e 1 d 


though the recording apparatus showed that small mechani 
cal forces were exerted in the first and third curve The 
lines are very irregular owing to the fact that her hand 

not resting quietly on the board Towards t 

will be seen quite a large force (thoug! rong er 


| 
taruk om 


6 


move the table), 
In fact, the re 


obtained from a sudden twitch 


orders during quiet 
the exertion of small forees both for Mt 


twitehings 


and Miss Duke d 
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“TRIAL” SUBSCRIPTION, 


As an inducement to new and casual readers to 
subscribers, Ligur will be 


sent for thirteen weeks, post f 
for 2s., 


as a trial” subscription, It is suggested that regular 
readers who have friends to whom they would like to introduce 
the paper should avail themselves of this offer, and forward t« 
the Manager of Ligur at this office the names and addr 
of such friends, upon receipt of which, together with th 
requisite postal order, he will be pleased to send Ligue to ther 
hy post as stated above 


A Proruetic DngAM.— The "Star" of the 6th inst. tells 
the following story of a veridical dream: The sister of Seaman 
George William Malpress, of Peterborough, one of the men 
who went down with the “ Queen Mary,” had a realistic dream 
last Wednesday (telegraphs the Central News Peterborough 
vorrespondent). She was lying ill in bed when she tl tht 
that her brother came to her bedside, and although she spo 
to him repeatedly he would not answer. 
well and happy. She related the incident to her parents on 
Thursday mornir and they were greatly impressed The 
news came on Saturday of the loss of the ship. * 


He appeared quite 


time enerally recorded 
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OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 
LONDON, W.C. 


SATURDAY, JUNE lirn, 1916. 


Light: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 
Prick Tworexcs Wessy. 
COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to 


the Editor, Office of Lrexr, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C. 
Business communications should in all cases be addressed to Mr. 
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That (and it is only a small part of his argument) to us 


worth more than the testimony of the whole bencl 
Bishops, because it comes from a man whose intellect 
abilities have brought him to the forefront of modern life 


who, standing committed to no religious doctrine, can delive 


his opinions without fear or favour He was not expects 
to say it by virtue of his office: there was no social 
economic pressure upon him. Indeed, such pressure 


~ might be exerte ld be ri ri > ar direction 
F. W. South, Office of Lieut, to whom Cheques and Postal Orders right e exerted woul e rather in the other dire 
For to-day 


should be made payable. It would be easier not to have spoken out 


APPLICATIONS by Members and Associates of the London Spirit- the system which is miscalled Christianity stands suspect 


ualist Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance 
Library should be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D. Godfrey, 
Office of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


= = _ - community. 
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW A 
IANITY. 


The most hideous tragedy which has ever fallen upon th 


earth has had its foul nest in the midst of a Christin 


Mr. Shaw's demand that Christianity —pure 


shall be applied to polities 


D undiluted Christian principles 


will in all probability alarm most of his followers, and w 


CHRIS 


l 
il 
l 


doubt not that even many Christians will be frighten& 


It will sound like anarchy, and fall like a bombshell in th 
It has been 


Those who offer for the- consideration of their fellows 


anything which they claim to be of genuine value—a ranks of what are called practical politicians. 


nugget of gold, an invention, a truth, it matters not what the fashion amongst those whose pet opinions he has 
—shonld be willing to submit it to any and every test that 
human ingenuity can devise. If they shrink from the 


necessity, or if at any stage of the analysis they become 


flouted to describe Shaw as a ` buffoon.” But now th 
" buffoon " has ranged himself on the side of Jesus Chris 
He who delighted in tearing our illusions to shreds has nos 
uneasy, it may safely be inferred either that they have espoused what the Rationalist world has fondly regards 
offered a spurious thing, or they are not entirely persuaded as the greatest illusion of them all. 
of its genuineness. This is our attitude towards that truth 


for which this journal stands. If it cannot 


Those who have realised how clearly and definitely 


emerge Jesus Christ taught the reality of a life after death, ani 


triumphantly from every ordeal to which it can be sub- how vividly his career illustrated the existence of thoe 
mitted 


well as every form of serious study and analysis 


derision, misrepresentation, ignorant criticism, as psychic laws which we are now painfully bringing to light, 


then so have been pained and surprised at the opposition of some 


much the worse for it. We want nothing which has not members of the Christian ministry to the facts of Psychie 


virtue in it to endure without harm every test that can be Science. But the wonder becomes less when we consider 


devised. The ultimate proof of every truth is that it shall in how many other directions Christ's plain teachings have 


survive: the ultimate fate of every error that it shall go been set at naught or so sophisticated as to be hardly recognis 
into extinction. able. 

There have always been men who seem to have been 
marked out by Providence as the testers and provers of 
things. 
with searching minds, keen, witty, caustic. 


They were not intellectual teachings: they wer 


merely true. Truth does not always take an intellectus 
form. That, indeed, is only its superficial aspect. But it i 


Their genius is destructive: they are equipped always intelligent and reasonable. When we have worked 


Their words upon life solely by the intellectual process and reduced it 
whip and sting. They can make the followers of every folly to a shambles and a desolation, the way back to sanity 
looks like a desperate and dangerous adventure. That i 
how it will seem to many of those who study Mr. Shaws 
proposition : it amounts to taking Jesus Christ simply and 
seriously. Strange—and yet not strange—that the propost 
should come not from within the Church but from without 
to day is Mr. George Bernard Shaw. who has just given us — — ~ 


THE PRESENT DUTY OF OPTIMISM. 


and falsity writhe and squirm, and even occasionally excite 
wrath and indignation in the breasts of those who, holding 


to true things, are not quite persuaded of their truth. One 
of the leading minds amongst the intellectual analysts of 


a remarkable demonstration of the way in which a fearless 
thinker behaves when he arrives at something which defies oa 
- The civilised world knows that we are fighting for nght 
for justice, for liberty, for honour amongst nations. So k 
optimists, banish fear, be apostles of optimism, hold the issues 
of this perilous juncture constantly into the Divine Pr 
recognise that this nation is honoured by being the vehi 
the spirit of evolution which is uplifting the race. 
of optimism 1s the mental effort to abide in conscious on 
ness with the Supreme Power, the Infinite Immanent Mir 
evolving a perfect purpose. When you are thus mentally a 

ing in the " Secret place of the Most High" you live abom 
all " happening : 
Moreover, this attitude benefits the community, for it make 
a thought atmosphe re 


his most rigorous tests. When a man who, whatever his 


intellectual powers, is not fundamentally sincere is placed 


tsen 


in such a situation his usual resource is to turn his back on 


his problem, to ignore it and cover his retreat with a cloud TI 
10 Sec 


of words, empty and cynical. We have witnessed more 
than once a manwuvre of this kind. But Mr. Shaw, what 


ever his shortcomings in other directions, is not 
He knows the truth when he meets it, and is 


a man of 


this order s," whatever may be their soul-harrowing « 
notashamed when it discomfits him. He has lately been 
examining the essential teachings of Jesus Christ, and as ‘ It is beginning to be recognised, as s 

fact in mental science, that thoughts do produce vibrations 
helpful or harmful. When many are thinking from the basis of 
conscious oneness with the Infinite Mind their combine 
thoughts have a direct influence in shaping 
events. This is called by some " mass-sugyestion,” by others 
the " psychology of crowds "; we call it the | 
I cannot define its operation, but it is certain that the machinery 
of events does move in the direction of strong and combine 


human thinking. 


they seem to have resisted all the corrosive acids to which 
he could subject them, he boldly calls for the application of 


He has, in fact, become a onditions a 


Christian principles to politics. 
Christian! In his Preface to " Androcles and the Lion, 


in his recently issued volume of plays, he writes 


ayer of fail 


It may be that, though nineteen centuries have passed since 


Jesus was born, and though His Church has not yet been Then, as the issues of life are mental, co 


founded, nor His political system tried, the bankru] »f all bined right thinking in the present crisis, and calm trust 
other systems, when audited by our vital statistics, v givi the Infinite purpose, will enable us presently to say, with Pw 
us a final test for all other political systems, is driving us hard “ The things which happened unto us have fallen out unto t 


xt, but as one who was progress of the Gospel And " the Gospel " means " peace os 


into accepting Him, not as a seay 
earth to men of good will." 


mnch less of a fool in practical matters than we have hithert 
all thought Him 


"The Purpose of God," by AnCHbEACON. WILBERFORCE 
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RACHEL COMFORTED: THE STORY OF A 
MOTHER AND CHILD. 


By “" RACHEL,” 


The appearance of the previous article under the above 
heading (Lieur for May 20th, page 162) has been greeted 
with more letters of appreciation than I can at once reply to, 
though I will endeavour to answer all in time. Should the 
number become beyond my power to deal with, will all corre- 
spondents follow these articles, where I trust they will find 
wentually all they require to know. Meanwhile, my warm 
thanks to all who have written so kindly. 


Treceived Sunny’s conversations through a planchette, and 
they began quite ~ by accident" (as such happenings are called). 

A year had passed since his "death." I had given, as a 
gme, a planchette to my two other boys, but had no idea it 
was anything but a toy, for I knew nothing of Spiritualism. 1 
Stone winter's night by the fire, thinking with the usual agony 
of bereavement of my vanished child, when I became aware 
tat my two other sons, aged fourteen and sixteen, were con- 
yersing in excited whispers over the planchette they had been 
paying with. Iheard Carrick say to Yoric, " You must have 
pushed it.” Yoric replied indignantly, ^I tell you I didn't. 
Is you who pushed." "Then one of them whispered, " Don't 
ket mother see. It will upset her." 

This roused me. I got up and went to the table, and 
fund my children gazing awe-struck at six words scrawled 
xm a very large sheet of paper pinned to the table, thus: 
“Tul mother don't worry. Me happy.” I stood and looked at 
it too, and burst into tears, asking, " Who wrote this * " 

My Sunny had been wont to say, “Me happy, Me hungry, 
Me sleepy," and so on, just to please me when I sometimes 
remarked, “ Oh, children, you are growing big. Soon I'll have 
m baby left.” Sunny, ever tender-hearted and understanding 
(indeed all my three boys are), would climb on to my lap to 
embrace me and say, “No fear! TI always be your baby and 
talk baby talk, "cos me loves ov,” &c. 

And so, upon this winters night, when winter was also in 
iy heart, I gazed through my tears at this message upon the 
paper, * Tell mother don't worry. Me happy.” 

Carrick and Yorie, practical, and at the age when the 
@hool-boy carefully suppresses any exhibition of sentiment lest 
E should be accused by his fellows and others of being "like 
agr” (awful stigma!), were, 1 knew, as moved and full- of 
wonder as myself. 

My children are essentially truthful. Fearful of breaking 
tien, they both tried to divert my thoughts, but when Į 
insisted on questioning them closely, each boy earnestly denied 
living done more than lightly rest his finger-tips upon the 
Be wooden board, which, after a time, appeared to become 
inbued with a life and movement of its own, while all they had 
Indo was to let it write, their hands barely touching it. This 
ms later my own experience. 

Deeply thoughtful, deeply moved, greatly wondering, 1 took 
Ware of the message and the planchette, and locked them 
tay. A few days later my boys returned to their public 
Miel and about a fortnight passed, during which time I 
bagel to try the little instrument again, but having told a 
Mative (a Roman Catholic priest) about it, | was much upset at 
Be eeeurance that —yes—it was certainly @ spirit had moved the 
Mile instrument (for he himself, he said, had tested these 
‘ite omena, and knew them to be genuine spirit communica- 
M) but it was certainly not my child, but an “evil spirit" 
deceive me. 
dered, and finally decided suddenly that great joy 
mine if even I could get into touch with an “evil 
foras my longing was, primarily, to satisfy myself that 
í any sort at all existed, an evil spirit, be it a veritable 
i| be better than nothing, and would at least furnish 
ebeyond death. In fact, so great was now my 
n, that I was prepared even to try and reform 
entity which my priestly relative assured me was 
my destruction. The good man was horrified 


^ 


Gye T. in? 


when Lreplied Fd " cheerfully risk it, or anything else, to find 
my child again.” 

I did not know, then, that there are no more “evil” 
spirits on the other side than we meet every day here, when 
we jostle the poor drunkard on the pavement, or chat pleasantly 
with the gentleman who has ruined hundreds of homes (some- 
times) by speculations beneficial to himself; and so on. L also 
did not know, then, that if your spiritual investigations be 
prompted solely, as in my case, by a great deep love, that is 
the greatest safeguard of all against interference from others 

poor souls, 

During the years that now followed of uninterrupted 
talks with my child, I took care, and would advise all to 
do the same, never once to ask for communications from 
any but the one person—my boy. To this, I believe, was 
due the extraordinary success I had—to this and our love 
for each other. He often conveyed to me messages from 
other relatives who had passed on, but it was my Sunny, 
and he alone, who wrote, except once, when I was rather 
taken aback by a little boy in the next plane (whose mother had 
been having tea with me) apparently seizing the planchette and 
refusing to let Sunny have his usual evening talk. It was quite 
strange, the kind of tussle the two children had over it for a 
few minutes. Sunny would apparently get hold of it now and 
then and write rapidly, " Mother, mother, tell him to go away. 
He won't go.” Then Cyril would write, in quite a different 
script from Sunny's, “ I shan't go: I want to talk to my mother. 
I want to send her a message." As Cyril's mother was getting 
constant talks herself with her child through a planchette, 
and had gone back to her own home, I begged, and finally 
persuaded, Cyril to retire and leave the field to Sunny; 
who, ever after that, seemed constantly apprehensive of Cyril's 
re-appearance, and more than a little jealous-of him. Sunny 
wrote us sometimes reams of delightfully inconsequent poetry 
(composed rapidly as he went along), and also drew us child- 
like pictures, and was very pleased and excited about them. 
After Cyril's visit he would sometimes suddenly write in the very 
middle of a poem, " Am I as clever as Cyril? He can't write 
poetry, can he?" And upon my assurance, " Oh, no, I don't 
think so," the little wooden board would fairly dance with joy 
and he would write, " Oh, Fm glad! I was so afraid you'd get to 
love him better than me." 

Perhaps to strangers the child-like pride, candour and sim- 
plicity of the communications were more convincing than 
aught else. As Mr. W. T. Stead wrote in his delightful preface 
to “Rachel Comforted," the whole thing was as natural, art- 
less and convincing as if a little schoolboy on this side had 
gone to some land of which his mother knew nothing, and 
wrote her boyish letters about his life, his companions, his pets, 
his home, his garden and his education. 

But to return to the early days of these records. 

The demon theory having entirely failed to terrorise me 
(indeed, it interested me greatly), L asked my valued servant 
“Nellie” if she would sit at planchette with me, my boys 
having returned to school. Dear Nellie, my faithful maid, had 
been a Salvation Army lass, and had deveted years of her life 
to working for the East-end poor upon a tiny pittance, till her 
health broke down, when she entered my service of comparative 
ease. l knew I could trust her. She had a beautiful nature. 
And so I invited her to be my companion npon this my Journey 
into a then, to me, Great Unknown. She hesitated at first. 
Was it right * Were we "allowed " to talk to those who had 
passed on = | replied, “Oh, Nellie, “Seek, and ye shall 
find" To seek I was determined. Not all the angels 
of Heaven nor demons of Hell could have now deterred 
me. l knew it could not be wrong to wish to find my 
darling child and prove to myself that no one dies. And so 
Nellie sat down with me, and we entered together upon the 
most blessed and wondrous experience of our lives. The 
Garden of Gethsemane in which I, a humble mortal, had 
prayed that “ this cup should pass from me," changed gradually, 
day hy day, week by week, month by month, from a Garden of 
Pain to a Garden of Joy. My crown of once sharpest thorns 
became a wreath of flowers. My tears often fell, even in con- 
versations years afterwards; for a great mother-love like this 


am. 
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must always be nearly as much pain as Joy. Even when, 
in the physical flesh, your darling is clasped in your arms, you 
mothers (and wives and others, too)—well, you understand! 
How much more when the beloved one is out of sight! But 
as time passed, my tears became more of joy than pain—I had 
found my boy again ! 

(To be continued.) 


A CONVERSATION AFTER THE GREAT 
SEA BATTLE. 


" Of course,” she said, “it is so much more dreadful when 
five thousand people are all launched into the other world to- 
gether in a moment," 

“More dreadful than what?” he asked. 

“Why, than when they die each in their time," she said. 

. “Don't you mean that it seems more terrible ? " 

“T mean that it both seems and actually is more terrible.” 

“Tt does seem so,” he answered, “but I do not think it 
really is so. It seems so, because we realise the enormous total 
of mourning and suffering involved when the sum of it is thus 
presented to us in one mass; but surely you would not say 
that that total is actually less when it is distributed over a 
generation or two ?” 


“Perhaps not, but remember that these were mostly young 
men in the prime of life.” 

“Then you think if they had lived longer they would have 
had fewer friends to mourn for them, fewer dependents to 
grieve over their death ?” 

“Well, no, of course that would not follow. But surely it- 
would have been less awful if they had died at their appointed 
time in the ordinary way * " 

“ We can hardly say,” he replied, " that they did not die at 
their appointed time—that is surely beyond human judgment. 
But as for dying in the ordinary way, could they have died a 
better death than they did ?” 


“Not a better death, certainly,” she said, " but. a less 
distressing one surely ? " 


Ah, but there you are begging the whole question. We 
have just agreed that the sum total of distress is not more 
when five thousand die at once than when their deaths ar« 
spread over the years. May we not rather say that it is, if 
anything, less in the case of a sudden great catastrophe >” 

No, she could not see that. 

“Think,” he said, “in a great catastrophe do not the 
mourners have at least the special consolation of an enormous 
tide of mutual sympathy 7 Does not the whole world mourn 
with them, and is there not some alleviation of distress in 
sympathy of such an extensive character? When people die 
singly, ‘in the ordinary way, the mourners have to bear their 
burden alone, as it were—at any rate, unsupported by a world- 
wide wave of sympathy. J am not trying to minimise the 
awfulness of such catastrophes, but only to show, if I can, that 
while the apparent terribleness of a sudden disaster exceeds that 
of a distributed series of deaths, its real terribleness is not 
greater, The sorrow total is almost more in the latter case 
It is good that we should look at it in this way, for otherwise 
we view the matter in false proportions and confuse the things 
which really are with those that only seem. And surely the 
more we fix our thoughts on the reality, the more the fallacies 
of semblance will disappear, and with them the exaggerated 
morbidness that results from mistaking the seeming for the 
real. Briefly my thought is this: All men must die, and if a 
thonsand die together there is not more distress than if they 
die one at a time. The distress looms large when all die at 
once, because we see it all at once, but it is none the less equally 
existent when spread over along period of time. This, it appears 
to me, is the right way to regard great calamities, and when 
they occur as the outcome of noble heroism, we have in addi- 
tion the comforting feeling that however the death-day of 
those heroes might have been postponed, it is inconceivable 
that their end could ever have been more glorious.” 


C. E. B. 


"'uaxsiTioN.—Mrs. S. Armstead, wife of the treasurer of 
the Nottingham Spiritnal Evidence Society, passed peacefully 
away on the 26th ult. Sho was a splendid woman and a good 
Spiritualist. The whole family have for several years taken an 
active part in the cause locally. Mr. F. Payne, BA. « 


ondneted 
the interment service. — H. L. 
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THE BIBLE IN RELATION TO THE 
WITCHCRAFT AND VAGRANCY ACTS 


By ALFRED Krrsow. 


The recent persecution of mediums under the above Ay 
calls for serious consideration in the hope that some defini 
action may be decided upon by the various bodies of Britis 
Spiritualists in order to have them either repealed ors 
amended as to apply only to proved rogues who trade on assuns 
psychic powers. 

No doubt much of the opposition to spirit intercourse arise 
from the assumption that the Bible forbids such, as being di- 
pleasing to God, and so contrary to Holy Writ. If it canl 
shown that such añ assumption is not warranted perhaps ity 


ease the Christian conscience in favouring the repeal of th 
above Acts. I therefore pen these lines in order to show that 
the exercise of psychic powers, such as clairvoyance and elat- 
audience, is not condemned by the Biblical records but was: 
the contrary, resorted to by the prophets. 

In the first place, allow me to draw the reader's attentis 
fw Saul’s first interview with Samuel. The object of Saul's vist 
was to have revealed to him where he could find the asses loi 
Iby!lns father, and for which he and a servant had been oon- 
‘manded to search. 


After spending several days in a vix 
endeavour to find the animals they came to the land of Zug 
where dwelt Samuel. Saul was now thinking of returning hone 
llest his father should think he had also lost his son and servant 
As a last resort the servant suggested that they should sek 
interview with Samuel, the “man of God," who was held i 
honour ‘by the people because all the things he told theme 
‘heir affairs came to pass; a fact which proves that his medium- 
ship was genuine and reliable, not fraudulent. 

It appears quite evident from the Biblical account that it 
was customary in those days for people who sought th 
prophet’s help to make some gift to him for services rendersi 


for no sooner does the servant make the suggestion than Ss 
asks the pertinent question, “ But, behold, if we go, what shi 
we bring the man? For the bread is spent in our vessels, a 
there is not a present to bring to the man of God : what hay 
we?" To which the servant replied, “ Behold, I have in my 
hand the fourth part of a shekel of silver: that will I givet 
the man of God to tell us our way." And then we have tl 


parenthetical explanation : “ Beforetime in Israel, when a me 


‘went to inquire of ‘God, thus he spake, Come, let us go tot 


seer: for he that is now called a prophet was beforetime ca 
a seer.” (I. Samuel ix. X, 9.) 

Now, it cannot be urged in the face of this incident thet 
the Biblical prophets only used their psychic powers on behalf 
of the Temple services or for religious purposes, as Saul's vist 
to him had no more to do with religion than has a farmer 
visit to a clairvoyant in order to regain some lost propert 


Besides, it is quite evident from the text that Samuel did 


‘Jese caste with the people for exercising his psy¢ hie powers | 


help them in their hours of need On the contrary, he wë 


reverenced as a Let the framers of our aw 


“man of God.” 
bear that fact in mind 

Then, again, we find that when Samuel was taking leave 
Saul he foretold to him specific incidents that would occur! 
him on his journey home, all of which came true (L. Sam.x. 14 


Now, if to foretell coming events is “ fortune-telling 


s 
that is what mediums are charged with to-day—we hw 
evidence here of the prophet Samuel practising "fortune 


telling," inspired by the Lord. 1 think it should be quite cles 
to all unbiassed readers that such practices were not displee 
ing to the Lord. To say that they were would be to condes 
the prophets.as sinning against God. 

There is another matter of vital importance to the quest 
under consideration, namely, the testimony of Bishop Hate 
son that the injunctions, " Thou shalt not suffer a witeh ! 
live" (Exodus xxii. 18); “There shall not be found amei 
you a witch . ora consnlter with familiar spirits 
(Deut. xviii. 10, 11); and “A man also, or woman, that hsi 
a familiar spirit shall surely be put to death" (Lev. xx. 5$ 
are not to be found in the Hebrew text, but were inserted " 
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he translators of our Bible to please King James L, "Fori 

Ming about their work after that prince had written his 
Demonologia,’ they received into it, by his particular request, 
bese phrases which favour notions of witchcraft.” (See Bishop 
Hutchinson's book on “ Witchcraft,” chapter XIV.) 

Isit nota pity English people should have been so long 
misled by a corrupt Biblical text on matters concerning the 
ministry of angels ? 

Tet us unite to remove these barriers to spirit communion, 
gi do all we ean to comfort the heart of a mourning nation 


MYSTERY OF 


THE MONS. 


"Angels, Saints, and Bowmen of Mons,” by J. E. Taylor 
Mhetsophical Publishing Society, ls. net), is described as “ an 
wer to Mr. Arthur Machen and Mr. Harold Begbie.” The 
miter takes both these gentlemen to task, the former for sup- 
jing that the visions of our soldiers resulted from the publi- 
aton of his story; the latter for engaging in “a necessarily 
iles endeavour to prove a spiritual reality to material 
umlerstanding,” instead of more profitably employing his time 
wil energy in answering the only vital question, viz., What is 
the meaning of the visions which the soldiers saw? ‘That is 
te question to which the book essays to supply an answer, 
ilit begins by referring the reader to the account in Revela- 
ton Of a certain war into which, according to prophecy, 
mey nation was destined ultimately to be drawn. Quoting 
me of the Mons stories in which a charge of the Germans 
wm stopped by their horses suddenly 
ail fleeing, the writer sees in the action of the animals a 
fange resemblance to that of Balaam’s ass. 
Wr riders could not see. “In charging full on the British, 
tie Germans were unwittingly preparing ferociously to attack 
(i's chosen people—the Israelites of the latter-day house of 
Ime,” but were prevented from accomplishing their aim by 
te interposition of an impassable barrier of angels. The 
Higish, French and Anglo-Saxon races, we are told, repre- 
wit the lost ten tribes, the Jews are fighting in the armies of 
Masis, and it will all end in the restoration of the Holy Land 
Mit rightful owners. Puzzled students of Biblical prophecy 
vil find everything made clear in these pages. But to 
*msterial understanding " these things are hidden. 


swerving round 


They saw what 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From "Lisnr" or June l9rH, 1886.) 


Tur Fnviva DurcHmax.— The recently published book, 
"The Voyage of the * Bacchante, " by the sons of the Prince 
Wales and their tutor, Mr. Dalton, contains the following: 


July ith (1881). At four a.m. the " Flying Dutchman ” 
mael our bows. A strange red light, as of a phantom ship 
M aglow, in the midst of which light the masts, spars, and 
tik of a brig two hundred yards distant stood out in strong 
Mel as she came up. ‘The look-out man on the forecastle 
mortel her as close on the port bow, where also the officer of 
te watch from the bridge clearly saw her, as did also the 
Sarter-deck midshipman, who was sent forward at once to the 
iewastle ; but on arriving there no vestige nor any sign what- 
ee of any material ship was to be seen either near or right 
imy to the horizon ; the night being clear and the sea calm. 
Tiirteen persons altogether saw her; but whether it was “ Van 
Demen" or the “Flying Dutchman,” or who else, must 
tain unknown. The “Tourmaline” and “Cleopatra,” who 
were mailing on our starboard bow, flashed to ask whether we 
men the strange red light. At 10.45 a.m. the ordinary 

who had this morning reported the “Flying Dutchman” 
from the foretopmast cross-trees, and was smashed to 

At 4.15 p.m, after quarters, we hove-to with the head- 

aback, and he was buried in the sea. He was a smart 
y man, and one of the most promising young hands 
ship, and everyone feels quite sad at his loss. (At the 
Jet port we came to the admiral also was smitten down.) 


y 
What does it mean? Is there really a spectral ship 
ruis seas ?—this was between Melbourne and 


My or is it conceivable that all these people were the 
"ti s of hallucination * or is it all a hoax * 


IG ET. 
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THE PROMOTION OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE. 


Miss LIND-AF-HAGEBY ON THE PRESENT Crisis. 
On Thursday afternoon, the 8th inst., Miss Lind-af-Hageby 


was "at home" at her London residence, and a number of 


friends assembled to discuss a subject proposed by the hostess, 
viz., " The Impetus to Psychical Study given by the War.” Miss 
Lind said that never had there been greater scope for constructive 


thought than at the present moment. There was an urgent 


need for developing psychic interest and gaining knowledge of 
the unknown world. With the millions of 


personal losses, 


deaths, tragedies, and privations, on every hand, the time had 


arrived to direct a stricken world to the infinite re 


sources of 


the worlds beyond itself. She did not desire to discuss the 


Tights or 


wrongs of the war, but felt it would bring about 
conditions that would result in a lasting peace. Its effect had 
been in a certain sense to spiritualise the heart and refine the 


It had 


with which we were surrounded. 


mind of humanity. broken down the material shell 
It had broken down ideas of 


selfishness and separation, and we 


were beginning to res 
There 


of intuitive feeling and 


how uncertain and precarious was this life of earth 


was rising all around us a great volume 


thought. We were beginning to see that death meant but a 


passing from one room to another, and to feel that the unseen 


world was in our midst intermingling and interspersed with our 
Those who had suffered the loss un 


own life. akable of those 


near and dear to them refused to accept the old statement of 


death as a final separation. The ordinary ideas of the Church 
that the lost one was somewhere unseen and unknown did not 


The 


vivid, more px 


satisfy millions of people human heart clamoured for 


something more real, more rsonal; and then 


turned to so-called Spiritualism, to mediums, to the whok 


psychie study All 


vast 


realm of who were sensitive to the 
thought vibrations of the time were aware of this soul hunger 
all around them, and had done noble work in trying to appease 
the longing desires of stricken souls She referred to the 
work of those mediums or psychics who had done all in their 
power to help and comfort. They had often heard critics of 
Spiritualism say, “Oh, but it makes people morbid, draws them 
away from the practical affairs of this world, even drives some 
people mad.” Well, it might have driven a few unbalanced 
minds insane, but it had driven thousands and thousands into 
sanity. (Applause.) It had saved them from utter despair and 
given them hope and vision, so that they could pass safely 
through all the calamities by which they were surrounded. 
Miss Lind then eloquently discussed the working of the 
facts and ideas of psychical science and philosophy on the 


rd to science and its 


thought of the time, especially with reg: 
new-found interest in human psychology as a general questior. 
Strange as it might seem, one effect of the war had been 
directly to open up the human mind as a unit of the study in 
its deeper issues, 1.6., as it affected man as a spirit being. 
Coming to a practical question Miss Lind referred to the 
proposal to found an institute which should devote itself to the 
study of mediumship, clairvoyance, psychometry and the occult 
sciences generally. It would specially 


invite and protect 


mediums from all parts of the world, especially America 


Scientific investigations into their powers would be conducted 
There would be a lecture-hall to which the public would be ad- 
mitted and scientific laboratories at which experiments in 
psychic photography and physical phenomena generally would 
be made on the lines long ago laid down by Sir William Crookes 
Richet, Maxwell and others. The transactions of the Institute 
would be published and the whole subject would be treated 
with the painstaking attention and precision which its import- 
ance deserved. 

Mr. McKenzie followed, describing his plan for the founda- 
tion of a new institution in much detail. He stated that the 
scheme had already won a great measure of important and snb- 
stantial support They had received the offer of a house, and 
some five hundred pounds’ worth of furniture had been 
acquired, so that already considerable progress had been made 
in the practical establishment of the idea. 

A discussion followed, in which Mr. Von Bourg, Mrs. Fair- 
clough Smith, Mr. A. P. Sinnett, Miss Felicia Scatcherd, Mrs 
MeKenzie and others took part. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE LIVING, 


Old investigators are not unfamiliar with the subject of 
séance communications coming from persons still in the flesh 
The Paris “Annales des March 
reprints from " Luce e Ombra,” of Rome, a strange story, which 
is attested by Madame Annette Boneschi-Ceccoli, who is stated 


to be a writer of some reputation in Italy. 


Sciences  Psychiques" for 


At aséance held in Florence, one of the sitters, a young 
lady, Julia F -, un authoress of note, inquired whether any 
spirit friends were present. 

“Iam one, who is in love with you," was the answer. 

“Oh! I don't accept lovers from another world,” said Julia, 
laughing at this unexpected. declaration. 

“Tam not dead, but a man of flesh and blood," came the 
reply. - 

“If that is so, give me your name." 

The letters " Gio" were then spelled out. 

“Giovanni,” interrupted Julia. “ Very good: and what is 
your profession ?” 

The communicator then proceeded to say that he was an 
engineer, living in Sicily, who had been greatly impressed by 
a story from the pen of Julia F which had appeared in 
the Florence journal " La Scena Illustrata,” and had formed 
a sentimental attachment for the unknown writer. He then 
gave a short poem of a tender nature, in the form of a madri- 
gal, concluding with the statement that in a few days she would 
receive a letter from him. 


Some days later a letter was forwarded to the young lady, 
r been redirected from 
trata.” 


hav the offices of " La Scena Ilus- 


It was signed Giovaechino G, F—— (not Giovanni), 
and repeated the sentiments expressed through the table, 
giving also the poem, word for word, together with other 
details. 

An element that somewhat mars the romantic nature of the 
story is that the engineer-poet proved to be a married man, 
though living apart from his wife. He was unable to explain 
the mysterious communication, but we learn that at the time 
of the séance he was asleep in Palermo, and the incident is 
rega^ded as a case of thought-transference. 


THE PSYCHOLOGICAL OF FEAR. 


By Hewry 


Fox. 


The sentiment of fear in the human mind is one of the 
most deadly foes that can invade the sacred realms of the 
interior consciousness, Fear not only " hath torment” but it 
seems to paralyse both body and seul: and it brings on the 
very perils which are anticipated, withont the courage to face 
them. Clearly, if we have a soul at all, this soul requires 


Health is as 


necessary an element of happiness in the spirit and soul of 


healthy development as much as the body. 


man as in his body: and there seems to be no limit to the 
power of the human spirit, whether to cure or to create pain 


and disease within the body within one's 


To adimit fear 
mind is to poison both body and soul; for fear is a virulent 
mental and spiritual poison as dangerous as strychnine er 


arsenic in the human body, It strikes at the very root of 
our constitution and poisons the fountain of pure and happy 
life within us. So it is worth considering why and what we 


fear. 

Fear has its use as well as its dangers In small doses fear 
may prevent unnecessary dangers; in large doses it may bring 
them on. In the same way strychnine and arsenic have their 
ues in small) quantities, In large quantities they are the 
rankest poisons. 

But the human soul in a healthy condition can make itself 
impervious to fear: and then not only does fear fail to terrify, 
but the actual calamity or suffering which is not feared loses 
half and sometimes all ite power over the human mind when it 
arrives. This is proved by innumerable examples of human 
fortitude under great dangers which threaten as well as under 
great sufferings which are endured. The martyrs are believed 
to have become insensible to pain or fear whilst being burnt alive 


or being torn to pieces by wild beasts in the arena of the Roman 


LIGHT., 


amphitheatre, The 


vidence sho then te 


yve been ir 
of spiritual ecstasy which demonstrated the 
No real science of psycholog 
afford to ignore or neglect the full value 


uperiorit 
pirit of man over his body 
of such fact T 
happen every day in modern life, quite ipart from lions, t 
and amphitheatres 

So if there is any corroborating proof of the teachin 
psychology that man’s spirit is his real self and not his body 
all, it may be found in the consideration that the man 
believes in his own spiritual constitution fears nothing 
injury to his own soul. There may be plenty to grieve o 
plenty to deplore and much to forgive, but nothing to fear, H 
knows that nothing but his own conduct and the spirit iny| 
he faces life can injure his real self though his body be boy 
shells or Psychol 
thus becomes a very vital and practical religion for its stulen 
for it 


to pieces with explosive burnt by fire 


whilst bein 
battered to pieces in the trenches of Flanders, his is why 


raises them from earth to heaven even 


soldier's life is of less value to him or even to his wife an 


children than his honour, This is why 


This is 


self-sacrifice in eve 


form is so highly esteemed. why fear is 


wr pot TR 
courage so elevating and ennobling, and cowardice, whether 
political, civil, or military life, is so contemptible. This is wh 


we honour our dead heroes of this war, knowing that they h 


saved their souls alive; and that is why Britain, whale 
disasters befall her, will never die so long as she holds le 
honour and her freedom of more value than her wealth o 


conquests or her vietory over her for 


SIDELIGHTS. 


The “Star” of the 6th inst. gives as "a remarkable» 
prophecy which seems to have been o | 
in the second book of Esdras (Apocrypha) descriptive 
vision of a fight between a lion and an eagle which seem i 
have a curious bearing on the present struggle. But its 
not " overlooked " ; it appeared in Litar nearly two yes 
(September 5th, 1914). 


erlooked " the pa 


that M. Ferm 


has recently beer 


“ Annales des Sciences Psychiques " state 
Girod, editor of “La Vie Mysteriense, 
slightly wounded by shell-fire He has gained distine 
during the present war, having been promoted from the rani 
to the position of lieutenant and ‘receiving the Medaille M 
taire, the Croix de Guerre, and lately the Cross of the Leg 
of Hononr, 


The philosophy of Mr. Jame Leith Macbeth Pa 
pamphlet, “ Concerning the Right and Wrong of Fightin 
(Theosophical Publishing Society, 161, New Bond-street, 2i 
is partly suggested in its opening sentences: " Hate can nem 


end hate, but Love can and does use the forces of hate tow 
ont their mutual destruction Hell itself is therefore “at 
House of God” ] 
Bain holds) thes 


partment in the economy of the one 
the understanding of this, we have (Mr 
tion of the great problem that “is absorbing the attention 
the understanding and even of the piritual mind 
people." 


The latest peace prophecy comes from Russia, and is refe 
to in the " Psychic Magazine for May Ist and 15th, 1 
story goes that a child of eight years, belonging toa dist 


guished Russian family, declared that his 
the army, had appeared to him, and announced that be 
been killed on the battlefield, a 
afterwards verified, The child further declared that be bs 
witnessed: certain events, which he was not permitted t 
close, bat which would constitute the end of the war, The 
events would take place this year during a month whiel 
mences on a Tuesday. The only month in our calendar wh 
meets this condition i» August; but according to the Joe 
calendar in vogue in Russia there are two months to wh 
applies: ~riz., March (prior to the and therefor 
counted) and November 


brother, who wae 


statement which was m 


prophecy 


We are sorry to learn that Count Chedo Miyatovid 
was announced to address the members of the Alliance 
Royal Society of British Artists on the 12th of Aprill 
been very ill. He returned to England on the 20th of i 
month and almost immediately had to undergo a ter 
tion. 


He was able to leave the nursing home on Sanday, Br 
ith inst., and is now recuperating at Bushey. We trust thet 
restoration to health will be complete in every respect 
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NOTES BY THE WAY, 


Tn tho " Bpiritunlist," & New York journal, edited hy 
UP, Ohriatonson, Appeara nn nocount of an interview by 
Ho dditoy with Dr, Jamon Voyslop, of the Amerlenn Society 
fir Payohion! Rosonroh, Tn the cour of 
Oliistensen: related two ineldents to illustrato the fret 
Much Which id sot: down to fraud ia really quite genuine 
Mo tolli how, Min Diroot Voleo &ónanee. in Cleveland, ho 
Aimovored that the medium was himself. «poling through 
tho trumpets (although quite unconscious of the fact) and 
"y "giving some wonderful messages and demonstration 
Dr, Hyslop's eomment on this ense was that the medium, 
Doing ontranoed, Was probably eontrolled by some d 
Toon" to pick up the trumpet and give messages through 
Ibooneerming: matters. unknown to the medinm, 1n the 
thor instance My, Christensen: told of a materiativation 
v a whioh n hand minus the Inst two fingors was 
mjeted from tho oabinot : 

One of tho lady mittora , anid it waa her husband 
HG lind passed: over and who had loat the Inat two Angori of 
sind, Yot wo found the medium. whon entranced made 
do-mandfentatlon himwelf, (Ho did not know it.) 

The awos nra typical of many known to old investiga 
INO! physionl phenomena. in whieh the theory. of fraud 
wthough sustained by 
iigutived by the fot that proofs nro afforded that abso 


litely established: the ronlity of the communtoations given, 
i * L] L] L] 


hia interview 


Th tho courte of his intorview with Dr, Hyslop, the 
Itervlowor raised the question. of polico Interference, and 
the xclontint’s roply na follows: 
not bollovo that the polloo and doteotives are making 
Anventigatlona Into tho ronl phonomenn of payehionl 
i They avo simply using tricks and other means of 
amediuma, but tho time will come when the mediuma 
lon Will have to go before a proper Committee or 
mena Who understands: the phenomena, and there will be a 
nin tio between. the " falcera " and those. who ave real 
Wima, [A 
ul Dr, Hyslop added : 
lo nob bollovo it will bo very long before the dotootivon 
polloo will bo nblo to noo and disoeriminate, and understand 
iwi bo noconmary for cortain payehios or mediuma to ho 
Higatod by prominent: noton tinta, and alio to find out if they 
foiling monoy under. Palao protonoom ov ave anxious to 
Tnvontigatore the ronl phenomena pertaining to 
nel 
wo Indiontions that Dr, Hoystop's foroonat will ho 
w very long, not only an regards payohionl 
LI 
morion but alio. i England, Tn l'ranoo 
other Buropean countrios, aa we know, the 
| fh more. receptive and tolerant: attitude, 
wa soverely punishing the ahady olnu of 
prey on idle and eredulous persons, 


eor 


> 


A 


~ 


“OWATRORVEN DOTH MARE MANIFERT In LIANT,” 


Batunpay, JUNE 2d, 
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A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


Paul, 


1010, [n Nowapapor | Proce Tworrsov, 


"The Sense of Community " is the report of an addis 
given. by Nir Franels. Younghusband before the Quest 
Society early thin your CWillinms nnd Norgate, | nel) 


The author takes ns hi 


ome ol u 


theme the experlenee that comes to 
nt rare moment 


An ovatany lilo personal love € spande into universal love 
à exalted aa to be almost beyond endurance, All 
it i 
wo with flashing cloarnoas the 
of the good, with a 
wood that ia in the 


joy. whieh we have 


in eentany ! 
that dividon 
rovenled In thoro momenta we 
bachoas of the 
itrangoly assured eonvietion. that it ta the 
Wo yoann for all to sharo the 


neems ophoneral tho unity that now atanda 


goodnena 


evil and. the 


uncondant 


enught Wo fool wo cannot possibly be our bost selves until 
all othora have roached their boat selves too 

Moat mon, he says, have folt in some degree this nonk 
of community with their follow men, with the animale and 


with Nature, and he brings in the Intest discoveries ol 
science to prove that the experience has n ronl solid founda 
tion, He traces our deseent from that familias pe k of pro 


In the 


fnot that every one of those most primitive particles of. tho 


toplaam, and farther back still from the electron 


material universe continually neta upon and renets to every 
other, that it ia of these particles our bodies ave made, and 
that they are all animated by the eume spiritual impulse, he 


seen the efficient ense of thi ense of community, 


That the war representa a gront piritual r volution no 
elosely. studied. it 
Alvoady it is showing ite effoota on the ideals of the tine 
In his book, “Whe Pillar of Fire," Mr 


an Amerioan writer, issues n vigorous challenge to the 


one who has finer bones. enn. doubt 


Seymour Doming, 


edueational system of to-day which ineuloates the idea of 
material aucooss na the measure of ability and the goal of 
ambition, Tle pours out vitrlolie contempt on ` onoo 


and naka whether to “yet on in the world” is 


mongering,” 
vonlly the trua end of lifo, To plebures a timo when. those 
to eduente the youth of a nation will 


eo that 


Whose voentton it is 


tønoh n nobler doetrine, the young on setting out 


in tifo might 
go aavenely and joyfully to obseuro. but mighty taska, un 


plagued by thia everlaating gooshaw and pull-haul. of ambition 


berana norvioo, wolf serenus. aooloty, mateorialian versus ideatian, 


enpitaliam versus soolaliam, whioh soura and all but nullifion half 
tho beat afforta of what aliould be tho. brightest. and. bravest 
yours of godlike youth 

Tt in all “truo talk” and. it is 
gospel today whioh aims to replace the pursuit: of shadows 
hy the quest of. realities, And yet it is 
All the sages of the past taught the truth 
not it out in no wnoortain terme, Hut it needed the teaching 


part of our. spiritual 


not ab all new, 
Josue Christ 


of bitter experience to enforce tho truth and got it uttored 
in modern speech: hy modern thinkers, 


The poal so musteally rung by Miss E, M, Holden. in 
the fon pooma whioh she has just tuod under the title of 
" A Pont of Bolla” (Dolphin Pres, Brighton, d. nel), (n 
one of exultant faith, As she looka out from. her ohambor 
window on the upland loa and breathes the fragrance of 
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the early morning the voice of the world's weeping grows 
faint in her ears. ` There's nota trace of sadness when 
He maketh all things new.” She knows that war has not 


banished—cannot banish—God’s angels from the earth. 
She sees, in dream, bluebells springing up on the battle- 
fields and angel feet passing among them. And though 
the world be now betrayed by the powers that be, though 
its children be slain and its homes desolate, her faith in the 
final good still triumphs, for— 
There is never a soul goes down to the curséd places, 
The foul release, 
But is gathered again to the arms and the angel faces 
Of Love and Peace. 


EXPERIENCES AT THE 
FRONT. 


Some INSTANCES AND A SUGGESTION. 


SUPERNORMAL 


“Neagh,” an officer holding an important position in the 
army, who has spent many months at the front, and who takes 
a keen interest in psychic research, writes :— 


As itis to be hoped we shall never, in our generation, at 
least, have another such opportunity, I am writing to sug- 
gest that you undertake through Licur an investigation of 
psychie conditions at the front. There must be many over here 
known to you who are interested in psychie science and 
psychology generally, who would contribute curious and inte- 
resting experiences in regard to things psychic, which would 
be of great value for future study. As examples I give the 
following: The evidence of my own senses many times repeated, 
and also that of several others, indicates that at a point along 
the roads approaching the fighting zone the atmosphere appears 
suddenly to get heavy—one, as it were, runs into it, and as 
the vicinity of the trenches is approached, it grows denser. 
This dense, murky atmosphere gives a sense of heaviness and 
depression difficult to describe. When approaching the vicinity 
of the areas where the fighting troops are billeted, but still out 
of range of the usual shell fire, some describe a vague intangible 
feeling of fear. There is nothing to be afraid of, but it is in 
the air around and affects one. 

Officers and men describe a sense of detachment or aloof- 

ness in regard to their surroundings. One officertold me when 
he was in the trenches he felt as if he were a spectator of what 
was going on, as if he were detached from his body and was 
looking on with an impersonal interest at what was happening. 
Many Tommies, I am told, say that they do not realise that the 
things which are happening around are happening to them. 
One officer sits silent and does not want to talk when in the 
trenches, another has a vague impersonal fear; a third appears 
to like the trenches quite as well as any other spot on earth. 
Some of the soldiers have no particular animosity towards the 
enemy, while in others a more or less intense personal hatred 
andloathing of the Bosch is evinced. 

There are a good number of cases known to me where 
apparitions of the dead have beenseen. One was so vivid that 
the Tommy who saw it exclaimed, “ Hullo, I thought you were 
in another part of the line!" A day or two later he heard 
that his pal had been killed down south. 

Are people strongly impressed 4 I know one man who 
heard the words " Don't, don't!" uttered at his ear, and the 
warning could not have come from any living soul, as he was 
alone at the time, Some appear to get strong impressions to 
do or not to do a certain thing, to go or not to go. Some 
have visions (not the " Angels of Mons ") and I know of two 
instances of veridical prophecy. 

If all who are interested tell their experiences or what comes 
under their observation the result ought to be a valuable con- 
tribntion to the literature of psychic science. 


“Neagh " is known to us not only as a soldier with a long 
record of active service, but as one who has made some valuable 
contributions to archeology and the literature of folk-lore, and 
his suggestion therefore comes with added weight. Although 
we have the privilege of visits from and correspondence with 
many soldiers—oflicers and men—at the front, those with 
stories of supernormal experiences are usually reluctant—for 
one reason or another—to publish them. Perhaps '" Neagh's" 
invitation will tempt some of them to abandon this reserve, 
and if they do not care to disclose their names publicly these 
can be sent to us in confidence. 
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EXPERIMENTS ON LEVITATION. 


By BENJAMIN Daviess. 


(Continued from page 195). 


After we had held a few sittings—altogether there were ny 
more than four of them that could be regarded as being m. B 
perly arranged from the point of view of apparatus—Mr. Di} 
was called by his firm to go out to China to instal ng 
machinery. -He went out but Though , 
strong man and in good health, we heard in a comparatinj; 
This was the end of th 


never returned. 


short time that he had “ passed on." 
series of experiments. The results were not published at thy 
time because it was rightly thought that further work wg 
necessary before we could rid ourselves of the traces of douljy 
that were quite excusable. Jt was intended also to vary tk 
method of attack. 
by Sir Oliver Lodge that should be tried was as follows: T 
place the medium at a table, sitting on a chair suspended fry 
the ceiling, like a child's swing, and ask him to move the tali 
This and many other experiments would have been carried 
had Mr. Duke returned. 

The conclusions that we may permit ourselves to dnr 
from the curves are as follows :— | 

(1) That levitation was not due to a mechanical pressure 
the hands exerted in the normal way. 
if the force be any one of the knom 


I remember one of the methods mentions 


(2) Consequently, 
mechanical or physical forces it must be acting directly on th 
table, not through the pressure apparatus. 

(3) Therefore, there was no mechanical reaction on th 
medium, at least not rid the hands or arms. 

(4) The curves do not definitely exclude the possibility d 
action or reaction of an unknown physical kind between the 
hands and the table, though unrecorded. Thus, as an analogous 
case, consider two magnetised bodies in air with a plate o 
practically non-magnetie material like aluminium intervening 
The action and reaction whether the aluminium lh 
present or absent, and there is no particular strain on th 
aluminium. The aluminium in this case may be regardeds 
representing the pressure apparatus in the above experiments 


occur 


Or again, consider two electrified bodies in air with a sheet dí 
Action and reaction oor 


dielectrie, like glass, intervening. 
whether the glass be present or not. 

But all this is extremely unlikely, for the medium wok 
have so to balance the forces as to just keep the pressure 


the pressure apparatus; otherwise they would be recorded-i 


difficult operation to perform. Moreover, this supposition i 
apparently negatived by the wonderful levitation of the heay 
table with the child sitting on it at Mr. Duke's house, Thi 
levitation was made with the utmost ease so far as the medim 


It was difficult to conceive any action in thit 


was concerned. 
levitation other than a direct one on the table in the manne 
shown by Dr. Crawford, with the reaction at, or at least vey 
near, the floor. The moment of the force necessary for levite 
tion was so great that one could not regard the “giner 
action suggested by Dr. Crawford as a sufficient explanation, If 
we regard the reaction located in the medium, it must ham 
been low down near the feet. Thus one can imagine Dr, Craw 
ford's more or less rigid girder with one end at the medium’ 
ankles and the other end under the table, say at the distant 
end. This would exert a force in the direction of its length 
the upward vertical component of which could be utilised for 
levitation. 

In this case the upward force necessary to lift the tabl 
would be reacting on the medium, whose weight would the 
increase by that amount. This would fit in with Dr. Crawfonls 
experiments, But even this hypothesis does not fit in wel 
with the phenomenon, for the horizontal component would b 
so great as to drive tlie table away from the medium. 

Forces are shown in Figure 7. 

A B represents the medium, F the force exerted, H and 6 
the component forces, It will be seen that the available fore 
H for lifting the table is small compared with the horizontal 
force G that tends to drag the table along the floor. 


But there is an alternative hypothesis that we maj 
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temporarily assume and that is, a dynamical one, by which the 
pienomenon may be explained. The static method may be 
sufficient to explain the levitation of light bodies, but it 
sms insufficient to account for the levitation of great masses, 
especially when at a distance from the medium. 
Assuming, with Dr. Crawford, that the energy required to 
| yerform the work represented by the levitation of a table 
through a given height emanates mainly from the medium, one 
an imagine the levitation occurring due to a force whose 
paction is not located in the medium at all, but on any con- 
yenient spot on the floor and directly ander the point of appli- 
ation of the unknown force. 


Fic. 7. 


Thus, as an analogy on the known physical plane, let us 
imagine the table made of a highly conducting material in the 
dectrical sense, with a powerful alternating current bar magnet, 
with its axis vertical and placed underneath the table, and 
msüng on the floor. By the side of the table and joined 
clectrically to the magnet is an alternating current generator, 
sipplying the magnet with an alternating current. In this 
yay the table could, of course, be lifted. The reaction is now 
oi the magnet, not on the dynamo, though the latter supplies 
the energy required. The dynamo is meant here to represent 
the medium, and the magnetism the levitating force. 

Allthis may be very crude, but it is a case in which the 
medium is supplying energy rather than exerting a force, and 
this the difficulty of regarding the medium as the locus of 
geat mechanical action is removed. 

Another analogy of the dynamical kind is as follows: In 
pe of the dynamo put a force pump either for air or for 
water, Leta pipe from it run along the floor with its end bent 
up vertically under the middle of the table without touching 
i, A powerful blast of air or a stream of water would lift the 
table. Here, again, the reaction is on the pipe and the floor 
immediately underneath. The pump represents the medium. 
Itsupplies the energy but does not bear the reaction. 

Assuming that the medium is the source of action, it would 
sem that some unknown dynamical effort analogous to the 
thove might be borne in mind, as well as the statical one 
ieady given by Dr. Crawford—especially_when great weights 
are levitated. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

1. That objects are levitated in the presence of a psychical 
medium there can be no doubt, and, according to recent articles 
in Mout, Dr, Crawford has discovered the point of application 
of the force concerned, as well as the seat of reaction in 
certain cases of levitation of light objects. 

3. The nature of the force remains a mystery. 

S. The energy required for the production of the phe- 
nomenon depends in some way on the living organism. 

1 Lifting the table through a given height means that a 
definite amount of work is being done, but whether the 
smivalent energy has its origin in the physical organism of the 
helium or elsewhere we are not in a position to say. It is 
Wulikely that the origin is any other than the medium, or at 
Just, the medium together with the circle of sitters. 

5. Though the seat of energy may be on the physical plane, 
"Ihe agent utilising and directing it appears to be on another and 
in the Unseen, for the medium is passive during the sitting, 
‘imply waiting for events and, except for a vague, ill-defined 
feeling, is unable to predict the time and exact character of 
the phenomena, The medium is therefore a medium in reality, 
A wonderful channel for operations; at one end of which is an 

Mea, and at the other a Physical Phenomenon. 


Te 


IE OPSEPRES 203 


PSYCHOMETRIC RESEARCH AND 
PREVISION. 


A REMARKABLE CASE. 


The following letter from a gentleman who has not had 
much experience of psychic matters has been sent us by Dr. 
Abraham Wallace, who states that he has himself investigated 
the evidence produced for the details given by the writer :— 

Whilst not professing to be a believer in occult forces, I am 

bound to admit the proofs of some wonderful power possessed 
by a lady whom I have known for about two and a-half years, 
Mrs. Graddon-Kent. At (I think) the third meeting in our 
drawing-room, being quite a stranger to the surre undings, she 
took in her hand a mother-of-pearl paper-knife, and imme- 
diately personated the previous owner, predicted his death and 
other family matters, which were perfectly verified in due 
course, This experience was really the cause of my asking Mrs. 
Graddon-Kent for an appointment on the aíternoon of April 
5th, 1916. I was anxious, if possible, to discover something 
without a word being spoken, and absolutely without any 
knowledge whatever of the parties or circumstances 
being known to the medium, so I simply placed in her 
hand a small white satin handbag. She at once said 
that the woman who had owned it had passed on by drown- 
ing, and gave her age and an accurate description of her, 
The medium also described the scene at the riverside and 
located the spot. She further gave three proofs of identity un- 
known to anyone present. She said that the deceased had 
false teeth, and was in the habit of taking a drug (bottles 
described), and to these two statements was added a description 
of a son at the front whom the mother had been more than 
anxious about. The medium then gave a clear description of 
the woman's husband and said he had just passed through a very 
black crisis in hislife. She went on to picture the body drifting 
rapidly down the Thames through the flood tide with lumps of 
frozen snow around it. The medium was now tired, and the other 
lady visitor and myself left. Later in the evening the same ` in- 
fluence” came to Mrs. Graddon-Kent, who said the body was 
lodged nearsome bigtimberand would be released and discovered 
on the breaking up of the weather, about a mile and a-half ot 
two miles below the Tower of London, and that the friends 
need not take any further steps as all would be made known 
in due course. So much for the psychie's statements, now for 
the facts. 

Mrs. X. left her home in the early evening of March 11th, 
1916, unknown to the family. As she did not return her 
husband communicated with the authorities, and every effort 
(including the publication of a photo and description in the 
leading daily papers) was made to discover the whereabouts of 
the missing woman, 

It will be noticed that my interview with Mrs. Graddon- 
Kent was on April 5th, I saw Mr. X. that evening, and the 
particulars relating to the son, the false teeth, and taking of 
drugs (this before unknown) were confirmed. The body 
(intact, with every indication that it had been held down, as 
previously described) was eventually found at Wapping on 
April 19th, and was duly buried. 

I understand that Mrs. Graddon-Kent is a well-known 
Spiritualist and experienced worker in the cause that is at this 
present time awakening such universal interest, 


F, MEADE. 
London, May, 1916. 


VERIFIED DREAM OF A SOLDIER'S DEATH. 


From the “Birmingham Daily Mail” of the 10th inst.: 


A remarkable dream which his father had is recorded in 
conneetion with the death of Private Bernard Cochin, the only 
son of Mr. and Mrs. G. Cochin, of Melbourne-road, Hales Owen, 
and who belonged to the Australian Light Infantry. Cochin 
took part in many hot engagements in Gallipoli and was re- 
ported missing on tlie Sth of August last. On this night the 
father had a dream in which he saw his son shot down on the 
battlefield, and on awaking he cried ont, "Oh, Bernard, my 
poor boy Hopes were entertained that Cochin, who prior 
to enlisting was a farmer in Australia, was a prisoner in the 
hands of the Turks, but the announcement of his death re- 
ceived from the War Office this week proves that the father's 
dream was realised. 


THERE is no poverty harder than ignorance; no wealth 
more valuable than knowledge ; no madness worse than conceit. 
—Manomer. 
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THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. 


When we begin to enlarge our boundaries and to break 
down some of those artificial separations with which in 
thought we mark off one thing from another, it becomes 
apparent that the term ` Spirit" includes the whole of 
Life—that Life and Spirit are one and indivisible. That 
being so, it is clear that the sign of Spirit, like that of Life, 
is movement, activity, animation. To those who are accus- 
tomed to set a fixed meaning to the 
" Spirit" and ` Spiritual” this may appear a revolutionary 


use of the terms 
proposition. Of a discordant religious gathering it may be 
said that its proceedings were anything but spiritual." 
And yet there may have been a form of spiritual activity 
at work. Do we not use the term ` spirited " to describe 
certain forms of animated movement? If we are to expand 
at all spiritually we must begin by enlarging the meaning 
of our terms. The old mental divisions must be broken 
down in order that the ideas ` pigeon-holed " in separate 
compartments may merge into each other and form part of 
the general unity. 

To the comprehensive view things differ not in them- 
selves, but in their modes of manifestation. Between those 
manifestations we can draw hard and definite lines—as, for 
but 
cannot apply to the primal life or energy which supplied 


example, between a truth and a lie such divisions 


the means of expression. An active mind, whether its 


activities be classed as “spiritual” or ` unspiritual,” is 
impatient of apathy, it abhors lifelessness. It feels intui- 
tively that inertia that 
elementary rule of the game of life is being violated. That 
feeling is probably as old as mankind. 


able as it is, Better rub out than rust out” was a rela- 


and indifference mean some 


The proverb, vener- 


tively modern expression of it. 

To the eye of the older moralist there was something 
extremely depressing in the spectacle of strife, hatred, 
envy and malice. To him they were evil passions having 
an evil source, and they furnished him with many a text 
concerning the total depravity of mankind. To the clearer 
vision of the later philosopher these things are evidences of 
life—energy is at work, however misdirected. 
rather see them than that stagnation of 
expresses nothing because it has nothing to express. It 
may appear strange, on this view of the question, that the 
term "spiritual" should be instinctively related to the 
thought of quietude,and seem utterly inconsistent with 
noise and vehemence, We 
are all unconscious idealists and gather our truest ideas 
more from the intuitions than from the workings of the 


He would 


soul which 


But it is not really strange. 
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intellect. What we were surveying in our idea of what 
spiritual was not something different but the same thin 
in another and loftier aspect. We felt instinctively thy 
Spirit in its highest form, as we know it, is calm, conscio, 
We did not see that the 


Force with much riving, grinding, and discord. 


Power. Power must begin a 


g: g Force, we 


said, is turbulent and destructive, therefore it is n 


spiritual. As well might we have drawn definite division 
in one of the elements 
"heat" 
~ flame” that which shrivels and destroys it, ignoring th 
fact that 


energy. 


-fire, for instance—and said thi 
is that which quickens and nourishes life, and 


both are manifestations of the same formd 
No problem is quite hopeless if we can bring imagim 
it. But what an 
imagination it would have needed for an observer (had it 


tion as well as intellect to work upon 
been possible for a human intelligence to be present at the 
time) of the vast fiery masses with which the solar system 
began, to know that he was witnessing a spectacle not d 
destruction but of creation! Spirit was at work then; it 
has been ceaselessly at work ever since, constructing, de 
stroying and reconstructing not life but the vestures d 
life. 
shapes, themselves to suffer extinction when, their purpox 


Always the life escaped, and emerged in high 


having been served, they were replaced by still finer veli 
cles. "Thus were evolved those fairer worlds and bodie d 
rarer texture to which we apply the term ' spiritual” as 
though it marked something different in nature and mi 
merely degree. 

It might seem a bold thing to apply the term spiritul 
But if life 


is spiritual not only at its core but in all its manifestations 


to the war that is to-day desolating the world. 


then the war is the outcome of spiritual activities, The 
horror and the misery with which we contemplate it, the 
feeling, hardly to be suppressed, that it is the outcome of 
some evil principle warring against Divinity—these ar 
signs of a consciousness of failure not of the Supreme but 
God has been true to Himself, but 
fallen 


inertia somewhere, not on the lower but on the higher 


of the human will. 


man has somehow short. There were apathy and 


planes. There was what one might call ` spiritual death, 


if there could be spiritual death. The intellect was activ 
enough, Heaven knows! If intellectual activities couli 
save the race, it would in these days be well en the road t 


What 


higher thing, expressing the widest range of Spirit in th 


salvation. was dormant was Inielligene—a far 


human being, since it includes Love, Will and Wisdom 
well as the intellect in its expression. Here again come 
We hay 
heard it said of a man, He is good but not intelligent, 
We would 


be said once for all that a man who is not intelligent is not 


in that old question of the misuse of terms. 


or He is intelligent but not good." it could 
good, or that a man who is not good is not intelligent. For 
the whole Universe is intelligent and governed by intelligent 
laws. It was Intelligence that created man and endowel 
him with life and the reason required to govern that life 
When the life is quick and active the reason grows and 
with it. When it 
torpid there is a deadening of the reason until at last ir 


thrives is allowed to become dull an 
the eternal Providence of things a catastrophe is provide 
to awaken it, that it may take an intelligent part in th 
great Procession of Life, eternally active and intolerant d 
all that savours of death. 


Wueruer thy work be coarse or fine, planting com ot 
writing epics, so only it be honest work, done to thine own 
approbation, it shall earn a reward, to the senses as well as t 
the thought. The reward of a thing well done ist 
have done it.—EwEnsoN. 
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RACHEL COMFORTED: THE STORY OF A 
MOTHER AND CHILD. 


By "RACHEL." 
(Continued from page 198.) 


After our talks had gone on for nearly a year, Sunny began 
loask me at the end of every day's talk, " Mother, are you 
glad now that God called me here ?” Well, I could not truth- 
fully reply “Yes,” and so I would answer, “ Some day, darling, 
some day I will be.” He continued to ask the question per- 
sistently and regularly, and I had no other reply to give 
for many a long day. 

But as it was borne slowly upon me how happy and natural 
was the life my child led, how he longed to hear me say that I 
would not have him back, and how, far from being really parted 
from him, I felt that we were united for evermore, then 1 grew 
slowly to know that it was indeed “ well with the child.” 

Thad during the first few months many hours of torture 
md doubt. For instance, I had so much to unlearn. I had 
the usual absurd ideas that my little son had become as a very 
Solomon in wisdom; that he must know everything—including 
practically all that was going on all over the world—and be able 
to correctly foretell the future ; that he should consequently be 
expected to remember the smallest and most trivial incidents 
of his life on this side and never make a mistake or contradict 
himself; that he must have, or should have, become perfect in 
character ; that it was not to be supposed that he would care 
any more for the things and people he loved here, except in a 
tly superior way ; that he ought never to joke about anything 
atall, because (being engaged in singing hymns and other pious 
pursuits) it would be so irreverent; and so on. For, like most 
of us, I had arrived vaguely at these conclusions by the road of 
orthodox religious teachings, lamentable in the crooked and 
strange ideas they foster. 

And what did I find instead ? What revelation of truth 
(forso I regard it) burst little by little upon me, not by a 
sedulous process of education, carefully administered, as it 
would have been by an adult spirit who realised my ignorance 
and difficulties, but through a happy, joyous, and yet some- 
times grieved and wounded child, who was so excited to tell 
me all kinds of things interesting to himself, and who, for a 
long time, realised so little that he was re-educating his 
mother, that some days confusion became worse confounded, 
ind the Sitting would end with my little boy and me both appar- 
mtlyin tears, Sunny writing in obvious agitation, " Mother, you 
am doubting me, and that big black wall has come between 
is Oh, mother, don’t you believe I'm your own Sunny ? "—or 
words to that effect (I quote all at present from memory, later 
Ishall do so occasionally verbatim)—and I sobbing to think I 
lad wounded my child. Great harm and sorrow was caused for 
quite a long time by the counsels of my priestly relative, who 
had prepared the way (in all kindness, of course) to complicate 
tatters terribly at first. Sunny found this out, and if I said, 
"Sunny, here is Father Norton [not his real name] come to ask 
you questions” (I must say, for an unbeliever in all save 
flemon-spirits, Father Norton was very, very interested !), 
Sunny would hastily write, " Oh, bother! He worries me! 
And he makes you unhappy, mother. But tell him to go on. 
What does he want to know *" 

T will describe more fully all these and other sittings later, 
hut I have never forgotten Father Norton's face when he 
mlemnly said to the invisible Sunny, "Is Christ the Son of 
God?" and awaited, I suppose, some horrid atheistic reply, or 
perhaps thought a loud devilish “Ha! Ha!” might resound 
through the room. Instead of that, there was a kind of rather 
shocked pause, and then was written, “Oh, mother, doesn't 
Father Norton believe He is the Son of God?” 

And innocent Sunny would, I could see, have tried, with 
more opportunity, to convert to [better conceptions this very 
Strange priest who apparently was doubting Christ's Divinity 
and had come to Sunny for light! Had my child appeared 
there and then in the flesh before him, Father Norton could 
hot have looked more deeply struck and touched. 
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I never asked him, but both Nellie and I believed that he 
received a sudden illumination then, which went far to convince 
him that it was, indeed, the child writing. 

I found as the months went on that Sunny knew very little 
more about the riddles of life and death and things generally 
than when he was on this side. The mistakes and muddles 
and doubtings caused by this alone may be imagined. Piti- 
fully he would write, " But I'm only thirteen! Im not a 
philosper! Shall I ask my teacher?" &c. I found he 
knew but little of the future. And yet sometimes he seemed 
to have a flash of wonderful prophetic vision, and was nearly 


always right. He was as liabl 


to make mistakes and contradict 


himself, or change his mind, as we all are had not changed 
suddenly in nature or character, nor > perfect. He 
always had a lovely nature in most ways, but I found his 


little faults and failings still there, contrary to my anticipations. 
And—I was glad! He could not tell me anything about any- 
one, near or far, as a rule, unless he had known them, or they 
were much associated with me or his brothers or anyone he 
loved. For weeks he could not see Nellie sitting with me. He 
said she looked like “a black lump.” 


chical Research Society read the records later and told me he 


A member of the Psy- 


was much struck at Sunny asking one day (when 1 said we must 
stop now as Nellie had to get the tea), “Who is N 
He had never 
nark that he could 
all had a thick 
or thin mist round us, presumably the physical body. If he 


I think this was long after we had begun 


known her.) As time passed, he wouk 


" see her clearer." 


He often explained that we 


loved the person, the mist was thinner. Those whom he had 
loved on this side I found he loved even more than before. He 
was deeply interested in all family news, and was very fond of 


} di 
to save time, that I should address the envelope, he was 


and if I suggest 


writing people letters with the 


determined to do it himself. If, as we sat, there was the post- 
man’s knock at the door, Nellie or I must go and see "if 
there’s a letter for me” from So-and-so, and every day it would 


be, “ Has So-and-so answered my letter *' 


I found he had not lost his sense of humour, which was 
always great (we are of Irish descent), and that, with all his 
piety and his reverence for the names of God and Christ (always 
written slowly, when otherwise he raced over the paper), he 
did not spend all his time in religious exercises. He said 


once, “ Miller (a school-fellow who had passed over) and I are 


it us to sing hymns all 


lively boys, and I know Jesus wouldn't 
day.” Another time he said, " I don't want to be an angel, 
and seemed to think that i£ I wished it I might bring it about, 
and he was quite happy as he was. I found that though he remem- 
bered things better and better as he went on, at first he seemed 
confused, and would write in an agony of apprehension, “ Oh, 
don't doubt or stop talking because I can't remember that. 
Waita tick, mother, it's coming back." And after a pause he'd 
say, I do remember "—something which I did not even know 
and Nellie had never heard of, but which, after inquiries of other 
people, would prove to be true, and always, always he asked, 
“Are you glad God called me here ?* 

The day at last came when I could reply (even then with a 
deep stab, whether of pain or joy I could not define), “ Yes, my 
blessed child, for your sake 1 am glad.’ 

There was a long pause 

“True *" he wrote. 

" Yes," I breathed, and meant it, yet hoped that the tear 
upon my cheek would not fall. 

* Oh, mother," he wrote, “ my heart is full, nigh to bursting. 
You have put the crown to-day upon my happiness." 

The " nigh to bursting" is so like him! When he was on this 
side his grandmother offered her grandchildren a prize for the 
best story. Sunny got it. Lalways remember how his story 
began—" It was a god-like Spring day." 

I called him my “ Pearl” once, while using planchette. He 
was delighted. “ Oh, what a nice name. 


vf-Pearl ! " 


Then you are Mother- 


In my next article I will tell of extraordinary proofs 
received of the genuineness of the communications as coming 
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i | from the other side, and as being from him. We had hundreds of He is bound to admit that Mrs. Piper, at least, is honest, and 
1 | such, entirely convincing to me (and I am very hard to convince), that she possesses ““ wonderful powers." The important point 
HI but I will relate some of more value to strangers. therefore, is, not that frauds have been committed, but that 


these wonderful powers do exist. Canon McClure thinks they 
can be explained by “telepathy "—an explanation which, had 
he been writing a few years ago, he would have scouted as he 


I am thinking to-day how happy Sunny must be to see these 
dear records given to the world at last. 


; “Oh, dear me,” he often wrote, “when will my book be now does the theory of spirit agency. We wonder whether he 
printed *" We had long arguments over the title. If he didn't would explain Dr. Crawford’s levitation experiments, or, say, 
like what we suggested, he would have none of it. Professor Zéllner’s knots tied in an endless chain, by telepathy? 


“ Pearl and Mother-of-Pearl,” I think was tabooed because As to the inconsistencies, they show only that spirits are 
not possessed of universal knowledge, and that they differ in 


it sounded "too like a girl.” “The Happy Land” he rather : 3 A : 

: ^ judgment as well as in character, just as do men on earth, 
wanted, but he finally said he had found a title, and it was Moreover, like attracts like, and spirits on a high plane will not 
" Rachel Comforted." attend mixed séances. It is as necessary to “ try the spirits” 

-n now asit was in the time of the apostles. 
At the end of his book Canon McClure states his own be- 
CANON McCLURE AND PSYCHIC SCIENCE. liefs with regard to the communion of saints, prayers for the 
dead, the continued presence of the departed, &c., with all or 
nearly all of which Spiritualists are in complete agreement, He 
ends, however, by saying that "the faith that realises this 


Referring to the recently issued pamphlet by Canon 


“ m - . = EA katah ” ; 
McClure, Spiritualism : A Historical and Critical Sketch, needs no vulgarised phantoms to assure it of the permanence 
dealt with by Mr. Wake Cook in Lieut of the 10th inst. (p. 191), and responsiveness of their beloved departed." Yet the 
a correspondent, G. R. D., makes the following comment :— Christian Faith is based on the story of the Resurrection, a 


" materialisation " testified to by a small band of men and 
women who had just gone through a terrible and nerve- 
shattering experience. We believe in the truth of that story 
as strongly as does Canon McClure, but let him ask himself in 
all reverence and all humility what he would have thought of it 
had he lived at that time and heard of the occurrence only 
from the priests and Pharisees. 


The call of the spirit is insistent in these days. Men and 
women in thousands, who have hitherto been indifferent or 
antagonistic to religion, are seeking after God, and those who 
are not satisfied with the orthodox presentation of Christ's 
teachings are looking for Him, and finding Him, in many other 
directions. Even before the war such movements as Spirit- 
ualism, Theosophy, and Christian Science were rapidly in- 


creasing in influence, and they will, no doubt, now receive a ——— — 
large number of new recruits. What should be the attitude 
of the Church towards these and similar schools of thought ? OUR SELF AFTER DEATH. 
Surely the Church ought to recognise that the great majority 
of those who join these movements do so because they find in It is difficult for the Spiritualist, who has the facts of 


them the spiritual satisfaction they need. "They may be right 
or wrong, intellectually, but at least they are serious seekers 
after truth. So that, instead of branding them as heretics, 


psychical research woven intimately into the fabric of his mind, 
to realise the outlook of those who think of their dead as 


misrepresenting their teachings and exaggerating their faults, waiting in the tomb for the trumpet to summon them on the 
the Church would do well to look upcn them with sympathy day of judgment. He asks himself if there really are people 
and understanding, welcoming them as allies in the fight against who believe these things. The Rev. Arthur Chambers says 
materialism and indifference, and realising that though Christ flee ate, arid’ to tien His latest book ( Our Self After DAN 


must ever be the Way, the paths that lead to Him are as 


manifold as the needs of the human heart. At the present Taylor, ls. and 1s. 6d. net) is addressed. His strategy is 


time it is more than ever necessary that all who are striving admirable. He takes them by the hand and says: “ Of course 
after righteousness, trying, however mistakenly, however humbly, you do not believe in Spiritualism, but you are good Christians 
to promote the Kingdom of God upon earth, should do all they and you believe in the Bible. Well, then, open your Bibles 


can to discover all that is noble and true in the beliefs of those 
with whom they disagree, arid should refrain from dwelling 
unduly on what seem to them to be their errors. If the 
Church would deal with “heretics” in this spirit of Christian 


again and read them in a new way-—read them intelligently.” 
Then he takes and shows them how the main discoveries of 


Spiritualism are to be found there, and how the teaching of 


charity, it would do much to prepare the world for the Coming Christ is absolutely opposed to the teaching of their tomb- 
of the Master, which many of us feel assured is at hand, stones and funeral hymns. He tells them they must not con- 
Holding this view, I cannot but be disappointed in Canon sider every part of the Bible equally inspired, and asks why 


McClure’s little book, for the author has made no effort to 
understand the position of those whom he attacks, and to whom 
he continually imputes bad motives. "Thus, in speaking of the 
dangers of Spiritualism, he suggests that the reason why many 


they draw their ideas of death from David and Solomon rather 
than from Jesus and Paul? His reasoning is sound and, though 
the book is not written for Spiritualists, they may buy it for 


Spiritualists ignore them may be " because they do not really two purposes—either to give away to less fortunate folk, or to 
believe in the possibility of holding converse with the dead, provide themselves with munitions for offensive or defensive 
and pursue the business from a hysterical love of notoriety or warfare. 

from the more sordid motive that there is money in it.” In so N.G.8. 


writing, Canon McClure lowers himself to the level of the Hyde — LI 
Park orator who accuses the clergy of preaching what they do 


not believe in order to retain their livings. Psyenic Science AND tur Law.—Messrs. Ernest W 
For his facts, so far as the early history of Spiritualism is Oaten and Hanson G. Hey, the president and secretary respec- 
concerned, Canon McClure relies on Lehmann's “ Aberglaube tively of the Spiritualists’ National Union, Ltd., write: “After 
und Zauberei.” Now Lehmann is a typical German materialist, consultation with our solicitor in the matter of the prosecution 
who will admit of no supernormal or supernatural forces in the of mediums, the certainty emerges that the only way in which 
universe, yet to suit his purpose Canon McClure does not we may secure freedom for the legitimate use of psychic faculty 
hesitate to accept him as an authority In just the same way, and the proof thereby of man's survival of bodily death is by 
when Sir Oliver Lodge made his great confession of faith in such agitation as will result in the passage through the Houses 
human survival, we had the sad spectacle of the Church, as a of Parliament of such amendments of the Jaw as will give ns 
whole, complacently ranging itself alongside of the scientific spiritual freedom. The Council of the above Union are quite 
materialista who opposed him. Is it possible that the clergy do aware that at the present moment legislators have their hands 
not see how their authority to speak on spiritual matters is full, but now is the time to mould the opinions of the Members 
injured by such traflicking with the devil ? of Parliament who in future will be called upon to vote on this 
Canon McClure, of course, makes the most of the frauds matter, and success can only accrue to us if we stand solidly 
and exposures which have punctuated the history of modern together. Time, labour, and money will be necessary, but 
Spiritualism, and also of the “ inconsistencies " of spirit com- above all, a united and enthusiastic effort is essential, Will 
municators. Heis welcome to all the satisfaction he derives every boná-fide Spiritualist society in the kingdom join hands 
from these sources, A conviction of fraud may serve to dis- with the Spiritualists’ National Union by affiliation therewith 
credit an individual, but no amount of exposures, even assum and every individual Spiritualist show his or her interest by 
ing them all to be well-founded, can disprove the truths of uniting with us to the same end? The Union is cirenlarising 
Spiritualism. Those who believe that all psychic phenomena all the societies in the kingdom, and the whole matter will come 
are the result of fraud may point to these scandals in support of under discussion at the annnal general mocting at Glasgow on 


their theory, but Canon McClure does not go so far as this. July Jat, when fall particulars will be supplied. 


— 


Tune 24, 1916.) 


BRITISH SPIRITUALISTS’ LYCEUM 
UNION. 


The twenty-seventh Annual Conference of the British 
Spiritualists’ Lyceum Union was held in the Holborn Hall, 
London, at the invitation of Battersea Lyceum and the London 
Lycenm District Council, on Saturday and Sunday, June 10th 
ind llth, Mr, Ernest Vickers presiding, Owing to war condi- 
tions and the cancellation of the Whitsun holiday, the number 
ofdelegates was not so large as usual, but seventy-two stal- 
warts braved everything and did a great amount of useful 
work. All the arrangements for the conference were carried 
tit by the local District Council, and the result reflects the 
greatest credit on that energetic and up-to-date body. 

Mr. J. M. Stewart (Glasgow) was appointed minutes 
secretary, Mrs. Greenwood (Hebden Bridge) deputy-secretary, 
Mtr, Connor (London) messenger, and Messrs, Welsh and 
Barnes tellers, 

A telegram expressive of sympathy was sent to Mrs. Nurse 
(Rochdale), who was prevented by ill-health from being present. 

The annual report recorded a hard year’s work by the 
various sub-committees of the Executive Committee, and 
showed an addition of thirteen Lyceums, and a loss of fifteen. 

The Education Committee's report showed a pleasing 
reponse to their scheme of systematised instruction, and Mr. 
Knott announced the result of their recent examination. 
Messrs, Oaten (Sheffield), Tinker (Blackpool), and Forsyth 
(London) were the examiners, and out of one hundred and 
eight entries, eighty-four sat, with the result that ten won first- 
dass certificates with honours (90 to 100 per cent.); twenty- 
eight won first-class (75 to 90 per cent.), and thirty-four won 
second-Clags (50 to 75 per cent.). Mary E. Grimrod and Ernest 
Pilkington, both of Bolton (Bradford-street) Lyceum, tied with 
100 per cent. of the marks given. 

The Legalisation Committee's report led to a discussion 
(which was finally adjourned till the following morning) between 
the advocates of separate legislation and those who desired 
amalgamation with the S.N.U. Trust. 

Sunday's proceedings opened with an Ode of Welcome, 
written by Mrs. L. S. Hayward (Stratford Lyceum), and recited 
by Lulu Wing (North London). At its close the reciter pre- 
tented floral buttonholes to the officers, executive and auditors. 
This was followed by an excellent display of Swedish drill by 
members of the Fulham Lyceum. 

The resumed discussion on the Legalisation report resulted 
in the appointment of a fresh committee, with power to call 
in legal advice if necessary. 

Mr. Ernest Vickers then read his Presidential Address. After 
viewing at some length the work of the Union in its various 
branches during the year, he referred with pleasure to the 
Mientific research in physical phenomena made by Dr. W. J. 
Crawford at Belfast, adding : 


One of the most pleasing points in this case is that the 
medium is Miss Kathleen Goligher, a member of the Belfast 
Tyceum, and I sincerely hope that this young lady's medium- 
ship may prove a great blessing to herself and mankind. No 

many of you have been greatly interested in reading 
the articles that have appeared in Lian, and I feel sure that 
Dr, Crawford's work will prove of great value to science and 
the movement. 

E shall be pleased to hear of other Lyceumiste who may be 
remarkable psychical natures, such as the case cited, 
are fitting themselves to act in a similar capacity in order 

no to penetrate further into the invisible, 
a number of Lycoumists have passed into tho Spirit- 
ement for service, but no doubt in the future as 
are better organised the number will increase 


of the Education Sub-Committee and a depu- 
the &, N. U, Ltd., Organisation Committee was a 

n in this direction, and the conclusions arrived at 
t of conditions on Sunday afternoons in 

possible services and Liberty Groups, the 

of matter not existing in text-books and the forma- 


7 


groups, 
forward with optimism to the future yo of of 
e tk 


as in this way the two Unions will be abi 
ho class of work and study to follow in sequence to 
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enable the best possible results being obtained to ensure the 
progress of the two Movements, 

A brisk discussion followed, in the course of which Mr 
Kitson read out a list of one hundred and fifteen qualified 
speakers who owed their position to their Lyceum training, 
and mentioned that Mr. E. W, Oaten, President of the S.N.U., 
claimed to be a product of the Lyceum Movement, 

Mr. Rawlinson made a strong appeal for Rotherham’s motion 
against child labour, but the motion was postponed for twelve 
months on the ground that it would be impossible to get M.P.’s 
to take up the cause during the war 

Hull having been selected as the venue of next year's Con- 
ference, the election of officers, &e., took place and resulted 
President, Mr. G. F. Knott (Rochdale); vice-president, Mr. E 
Vickers (Sheffield); treasurer, Mr. T. H, Wright (Sowerby 

Bridge); executive, Miss A. Hesp (Leeds), Mrs. Pickles 
(Burnley), Messrs. Latham (Burnley), Clegg (London), Keeling 
(Liverpool) and Jones (Attercliffe) ; auditor, Mr Dwi) 
Pincott (Accrington). 

The London Lyceum District Council's motion for an inter- 
national password was negatived, a« was Darwen's motion for 
the abolition of capital punishment, 

The Executive Council's proposal that the membership fee 
should be raised from a penny per head to 5s. for each fifty 
names, or part of fifty names, on the Lyceum register was 
passed, 

Peckham gave notice of motion for next year that England 
should be divided into districts for the purpose of electing the 
Executive Committee, and Messrs. Knott and Kitson were 
appointed delegates to the S.N.U. Conference at Glasgow, the 
Conference ending with a vote of thanks to retiring officers, 
Executive Council, auditors, and the local Lyceum District 
Council. 

A mass meeting was held in the evening, Mr. Ernest Vickers 
inthe chair, In his introductory remarks the ex-President re- 
ferred to A. J. Davis and his vision of the way in which spirit 
children were taught. From what Davis saw sprang the Lyceum 
movement, which the speaker regarded as the ideal educational 
system, bringing out in orderly sequence the powers of the 
children 

Mr. E. A. Keeling (Liverpool) held that the Lyceum Move- 
ment stood pre-eminent in its teaching of the necessity of 
righteous living and the individual responsibility therefor. 

Mr. Pearson, of Nelson, gave a very effective rendering of 
the song " The Beautiful Prayer." 

Miss Alice Hesp (Leeds) pleaded that the presentation to 
the child mind of the truth for which they as Spiritualists 
stood should be in the natural order—not as a mystical but as 
a natural thing. 

Mr. W. Gush (Huddersfield) remembered his shyness on 
coming to a Lyceum, but soon realised that it stood for freedom 
and courage. The two sides of the Lyceum Movement, the 
Liberty Groups and Study Groups, could, by taking advantage 
of A. J. Davis's " Magic Staff "—a balanced mind in a sound 
body—co-operate and blend their activities in studies calcu- 
lated to develop the characters and powers of their members. 

The inspirers of Mrs, Jessie Greenwood (Hebden Bridge) 
gave greetings to colleagues and friends. It was a great honour 
to join in celebrating the birthday of their Union, Education 
was the key to the problems of the future. Even as the sculptor 
chipped the marble till it slowly presented to the gaze a beautiful 
figure, so by the careful and cheerful work of the teachers would 
the angel in the child be brought out, 

Mr, Vickers then vacated the chair in favour of Mr, Knott, 
the president-elect. 

Mr, Knott thanked the delegates for the confidence reposed 
inhim, He had been told that in his fortieth year a great event 
would happen. It had happened. (Applause.) He went on to say 
that when the Spiritualist movement started, science, religion 
and philosophy had no place for them, so they were obliged to 
start an organisation in which their facts could be studied, and 
each could judge according to knowledge. Their keynote was: 
Love, the source of effort; Wisdom, the application of Love, 
and Harmony, produced by Wisdom, 
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Be SF, 


After an earnest appeal from Mr. Hargreaves (Nelson) on 
behalf of the Fund of Benevolence, Mr. Owen (Liverpool), in 
the name of the Union, moved a hearty vote of thanks to the 
officers and friends of the L.L.D.C., which was seconded by 
Miss Alice Hesp and carried unanimously. Mr. J. Forsyth 
(President, London District Council) having responded, the 
meeting was brought toa close. 


BOOKS FOR INQUIRERS. 


Miss H. A. Dallas writes :— 


I have been asked what books I would recommend to 
those who, being themselves convinced, wish to introduce the 
subject of Spiritualism to their friends; may I answer this 
question in LIGHT ? 

For those who have been brought up in the Christian faith 
I know no better book than the Rev. Arthur Chambers’ last 
work, “Our Self after Death.” In it difficult problems are 
handled with admirable discretion; it'is clear and bold without 
being too startling ; whilst misconceptions and false notions 
concerning the next life are confronted and exposed; and this 
is always done with a reverent touch. 

I would specially commend the book to the clergy and all 
teachers of religion. 

I should also like to recommend “Can Telepathy Explain ?” 
by the Rev. Minot Savage (Putnam and Co.) This is not a 
new book, but very useful to lend or give to those who are un- 
aware of the nature of psychic experiences. It is short but 
strongly written, and in a few pages it offers some excellent 
evidence in a simple and readable form likely to attract. 

Both these books have the advantage of being clear and 
free from technical terms ; and they do not pre-suppose pre- 
vious knowledge in the reader. 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Licut” or June 26TH, 1886.) 


Mr. Jesse Shepard’s musical mediumship continues to 
attract considerable attention in the United States where, just 


now, good reliable mediums are.most needed. 


Mr. D. D. 
dated Paris, June 22nd, says: “The death is announced this 
morning of Mr. Home, the well-known Spiritualist. He died 
at Auteuil, aged fifty-three.” 


Home.—An Exchange Company's telegram, 


Gentvs.—On the question of genius, a problem frequently 
discussed by modern thinkers, Dr. Quackenbos, in his latest 
book, "Body and Spirit,” accepts Huxley's idea that genius 
is an innate capacity beyond the common level. Geniuses are 
not semi-insane, nor is genius a pathological condition. He 
quotes McDonald, who, in " Abnormal Man," tells us that " the 
insane temperament shows originality but lacks the critical 
spirit, the ordinary normal mind has critical spirit but lacks 
originality," Genius differs from both by possessing both 
originality and critical power. “In other words," says Dr. 
Quackenbos, " genius is productive ; insanity is sterile.” 

“THe PATH or ATTAINMENT,” by D. N. Dunlop, presents 
the theosophical view of the Blavatsky school. To our mind 
it is not the best view as, great as Madame Blavatsky was, she 
was undoubtedly prejudiced in some things, and among those 
was her distrust of mediums. It is rather surprising in these 
days to find one upholding the view that “ Spiritualistic 
mediumship is an obstacle” to the Path of Attainment, while 
to class psychic phenomena as necromancy argues a lack of 
first-hand knowledge of the subject. The endorsement, too, of 
Madame Blavatsky's statement that “ no high intelligence uses 
a trance medium," puts him at once out of court. No one who 
has a first-hand acquaintance with the subject would say any- 
thing so foolish in these days. Apart from this the book is well 
written. It is persuasive, and while not minimising the difti- 
eulties in the way of reaching the goal, holds out encourage- 
ment to the seeker. There are flashes of real inspiration, and 
the author is at his best when he is speaking for himself. He 
has read much and deeply, and his information regarding 
Adepts, Masters, and Mahatmas will interest the inquirer. In 

these days of rage for efficiency it is pleasing to find one 
sounding the true note. “ Efficiency,” he says, “ depends on 
what we are, and not alone on what we know intellectually."—E. 


* This is unfortunately out of print, but it can be seen inthe L, 
Library.—Ep, 


SIDELIGHTS. 

In the June issue of the “ International Psychic Gazette 
Mr. J. J. Morse is the subject of an illustrated biographia 
sketch. Mr. W. H. Evans writes on “The Subliminal Self 
Spirits—or Both?” Miss Charlotte E. Woods on "Ard. 
deacon Wilberforce”; Mr. G. E. Owen on “ Life's Unfoldment 
and Mr. Chas. V. Tarr on “The Non-Human Beings of thy 
Supersensible Worlds," Miss Scatcherd continues her inter 
esting series of studies in “ unexplored human faculty.” 


" The Books of Genesis and Exodus Unveiled," by Hem 
Clay Hodges, is an exceedingly helpful book for those wh; 
are held in the bonds of dogma and creed and who are seeking 
to break their chains. Even those who have already thought 
their way out of the shackles of ancient thought will find her 
much of value, for the author does not, as so many are apt to 
do, take away the reader's faith without endeavouring to pt 
something better in its place. He approaches his study fron 
the Spiritualistie point of view, and is, therefore, able to thror 
much light upon some of. the probable means of inspiration in 
the Bible, 


Two sixpenny manuals come to us from Robert Haya, 
“Palmistry,” by James Ward, and “Card Fortune-Telling 
by €. Thorpe. "They are well printed and illustrated with 
diagrams, and, though they make no claim to be complete test- 
books, they serve adequately as an introduction to their sub- 
jects. It is interesting to note that playing-cards wer 
invented for fortune-teling and only used for games as an 
after-thought. Each of these systems is said to be very ancient, 
reaching back its hand, like so many other things, to the vey 
earliest civilisations. No doubt the well-known motto may te 
applied to them, Tires acquirit eundo. 


In the course of a criticism, in " Nature” of the Sth inst, 
of Canon McClure’s brochure on Spiritualism, which was 9 
vigorously dealt with by Mr. E. Wake Cook in Lut 
recently (p. 191), the writer, J. A. H., points out some blundes 
showing the hasty and superficial treatment of the subject of 
which the Canon is guilty. Amongst other mistakes "The 
Society for Psychical Research, though often referred to, is not 
once correctly named, nor is the Dialectical Society; the name 
Schiaparelli and Blavatsky are. wrongly spelt, and an American 
* Colonel Sinnett’ seems to be a blend of Mr. A. P. Sinnett and 
Colonel Olcott.” These solecisms are symptomatic of the whole 
pamphlet. To attack a subject effectively it is necessary to 
possess some accurate and first-hand knowledge of it. 


“Now if such thought be sound and true 
And God thus speaks to I and you” 


Thus Mr. Bruce MacLelland, in “Into the Light" (Fenno 4 
Co., New York, 1dol. net), when, like Silas Wegg, he drops into 
poetry. Which might lead the gentle reader to infer thst 
grammar and New Thought are things apart. We prefer Mr. 
MacLelland when the poetical afflatus deserts him and, for 
getting to render his sentences high-flown and rhythmical by 
inverting them—thereby clouding their meaning—he lapses 
into the blunt straightforward diction which we conceive to 
be his natural style of writing. The book is not lacking in 
good ideas and wise practical counsel, but there is little con- 
nected argument ; instead we have random thoughts set down 
in the most disjointed fashion. A very, very dear dollar's worth! 

It is common ground with nearly all writers on health that 
civilised nations suffer from the tendency to dig their graves 
with their teeth. We have made the taking of food one of 
our chief social functions, and instead of the flask of wine, the 
loaf of bread—'' and thou " of the Persian, or the handful of 
dates of the Arabian, we have the seven courses-—and gout 
This discovery was made long ago by Cornaro, in our ow 
days by Keith, Chittenden and Fleteher, and now by Mr 
Cornwell Round, M.R.C.S., &c., whose pamphlet, “One Day 
One Diet" is published by Simpkin, Marshall and Co, ata 
shilling. But his plan is not a simple scheme of abstinenes 
though it amounts, as he admits, practically to that in effect 
It is founded on his alleged discovery that foods of opposite 
kinds interfere with each other's digestion, You must, there 
fore, separate your proteins from your carbohydrates and 
tackle them on different days, or at least at different times of 
the day. He anticipates your objection that you will find life 
uninteresting on these terms. He says,“ Not if you're really 
hungry" ; and that, we suspect, is the true secret of the matter 
Readers who are tired of the pink pills and the puissant 
potions might do worse than try this plan, which its author 
considers to be an important discovery ; and he will be glad to 
hear from anyone who does so, 


